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: WHERE YOUTH PREVAILS 


NOTHING IS MORE STRIKING IN THE 
| history of the Franciscan movement 
| than the feature of youth as its mo- 
| tivating power—youth in spirit al- 
| ways, youth in years with remark- 
able regularity. 

It is not without sense that we in- 

' cline to take St. Francis to have been 

a young saint although he died at 

'forty-four. Or St. Anthony of 

Padua. Or even St. Paschal Bay- 

lon, and indeed all the sainted lay 
brothers of the order. 

The same holds of the Tertiary 
saints, like St. Elizabeth of Hungary 
—twenty-six when she died and at 

that age a model for maidens, 

‘mothers and wives, as well as 
widows. Or think of St. Rose of 
Viterbo. Or St. Louis of Japan. 

In assessing this prevalence of 
youth in years and spirit, we must 
not forget the great, the very great, 
number of those Franciscan glories 
who began their conversion or life 
of penance in the order at a youth- 
ful age and carried through to ma- 
ture and high age with the same 
youthful generosity. 

Francis began in his early twen- 
ties. Anthony died with a glorious 
career back of him at scarcely 
thirty-six. Clare and Agnes were 
in their teens. Lucchese was of 


Francis’ age when he joined up as 
the first of that endless host of men 
and women pledging themselves in 
the world to belong to the business 
of God in the Third Order. 


It is the same with the Franciscan 
candidates for the altar in our day. 
So far as they were members of any 
of our convent orders, they began 
early, in their teens, almost of 
necessity. So regularly the many 
founders of Franciscan sisterhoods 
in the past century were little more 
than girls. 

And in the Third Order Secular 
men like Contardo Ferrini and Vico 
Necchi joined up as students and 
carried through with collegiate en- 
thusiasm to their death; just as of 
old Elizabeth, Rose, Lucchese, Louis, 
and good St. Margaret of Cortona 
joined in their early prime and 
either in youth of years won the 
glory of sainthood or bore away the 
palm for youthful generosity sus- 
tained through a long life. 

In the Franciscan order youth 
prevails. In all three of its 
branches, in the convent or in the 
world, the impulse comes in youth, 
the spirit which motivates the life is 
youth’s generous, yes rash, love of 
God; the qualities which character- 
ize the life, are those of joyous co- 
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operation and self-sacrifice in the 
face of hardship and the threat of 
death itself. 


The Franciscan order, notably 
also the Third Order in the world, 
is the rallying ground for youth. A 
pope who also was perhaps the 
greatest statesman of the last cen- 
tury just as he was the most out- 
standing believer in St. Francis and 
his message to the modern world— 
this statesman set fourteen years as 
the time when people could and 
should properly enter this order of 
dedication to the cause of God. 


Another pope, perhaps the great- 
est mind to emerge to date from our 
century, went as far as to wish that 
children under fourteen should get a 
chance to become Franciscans by 
becoming Cordists. 


Leo XIII and Pius XI knew hu- 
man nature. They knew the value 
for character formation of early 
noble loyalties and _ aspirations. 
They labored under no illusions that 
they could turn out a one hundred 
percent average of supermen 
through the Third Order, but neither 
did they close their eyes to the fact 
that Franciscanism is a_ tested 
means to turn out a lot of excep- 
tional Christians while leaving no 
member of good will uninfluenced 
‘for better things bringing tangibly 
nearer to realization the aim of 
Christ to establish on earth his 
kingdom of blessedness. 


Another thing—all in line with 
youth’s dreams and aspirations: It 
is surprising, the number of Fran- 
ciscan saints who like St. Francis 
were of noble or gentle and refined 
extraction. 


Clare and Agnes along with Bon- 
aventure and Bernardin, the two 
Qyeens St. Elizabeth, Kings Sts. 
Louis of France and Ferdinand in 
Spain—go on down the seven ages 
since St. Francis’ day and pick them 
at random. 
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This feature of the Franciscan 
picture struck the writer recently 
when Franciscan Herald Press is- 
sued in modern form two pamphlets 
on a brace of Tertiaries from an 


older day—St. Conrad of Piacenza | 


and St. Roch of Montpellier. 

Both of these saints’ lives offer a 
pointed message for our day. Both 
are eminently marked by whatever 


is finest and noblest in the Francis- — 


can ideal. Both are models of in- 
spiration toward generosity in the 
service of God. 

From one God took his fortune, 
and the generous Tertiary added the 
sacrifice of his home. From the 
other God took his home, and the 
irenerous Tertiary added the sacri- 
fice of his fortune. Both teach the 
world how to bear adversity and 
how to comply with God’s pleasure 
not only to the point of duty but of 
heroic generosity. 


And the point is, that in both 
cases we have additional Franciscan 
examples of young people in their 
early twenties, and young people of 
noble extraction out in the world, 
throwing themselves soul and body 
into the service of God instead of 
wasting their substance and stamina 
on slavery to the world and its plea- 
sures. 

The lesson of their nobility should 
not be lost on any reader, young or 
old. May the story of their life, 


their trials, their heroic way of — 


meeting the inspirations of God 
have very many readers. 

In any case the world would be the 
better for many similar examples of 
young people of high and holy re- 
solve. Supermen we do not need— 
so largely they are mere super-vul- 
garians, even super-criminals. 


Here let youth learn to be true 
supermen, true aristocrats, in fol- | 


lowing gentle-born St. Francis, en- 
nobled in the blood and the service 


of Jesus Christ, King of the Uni- 
@ 


verse. 
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THE SERAPHS OF ASSISI AND LISIEUX 


FAR APART 
YET CLOSELY RELATED 


THE SAINTS ARE A PERPETUAL 
source of joy to the Church. They 
are masterpieces of nature and of 
grace. The more we study them, 
the more we marvel at their splen- 
dor and sing to the Lord a new song 
of praise and thanksgiving for his 
mercy and goodness. 

Some saints lend themselves more 
to our study and observation be- 
cause we know their spiritual life 
more intimately. In this month of 
October we love to consider our 
father St. Francis, of whom we 
never tire. With him let us also 
observe that frail girl whom the 
world knows as the Little Flower. 
Why compare the two? Are they 
not widely separated in time, place, 
nationality, language, sex, age, 
temperament and vocation? 

There is indeed a difference in all 
these things, yet these saints have a 
great similarity. We shall be the 
richer for comparing them. Even 
Mother Church seems to want us to 
think of them together, since their 
feasts fall on October 3 and 4 re- 
spectively. 

Assisi and Lisieux 

THE VISITOR TO THE HOME TOWNS 
of Francis and of the Little Flower 
finds a great difference in externals. 
Assisi is by far the more picturesque 
and soul-stirring. The whole town 
cries out that Francis lived there. 
History, art, and legend have as- 
sociated him with every part of the 
city and its environs. 

Lisieux, though an ancient Roman 
city (Lexovium), seems much more 
modern than Assisi. Nor has the 
Little Flower left her impress on 
many places of her city as Francis 
has done. 

Yet in each place we sense the 
presence of the saint who has made 
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the city famous over the earth. Even 
in Lisieux there are sufficient re- 
minders of the modern saint who 
lived and died there. The church 
and school, her home, her monas- 
tery, and above all her magnificent 
basilica, tell the wonderful story of 
her life and fame. 


I say tell. Perhaps I should now 
say told. For there is a report that 
ithe monastery with its inmates and 
much of the city have perished in 
‘the recent bombardment. 


Knowing the histories of these 
saints, one gets the same impression 
in both Assisi and Lisieux. Here 
lived a man and a woman in differ- 
ent ages and under vastly different 
circumstances, yet each of them 
fell in love with Jesus Christ to such 
a degree that they can be ranked 
among the seraphs of Heaven. 
These saints loved Jesus unto the 
folly of the Cross. 


The world thought Francis a mad- 
man for giving up his possessions 
and living a crucified life of poverty 
and apostleship for the love of our 
Lord. The world also thinks it is 
madness to see a woman shut away 
from everything in Carmel. People 
can understand a woman entering 
the religious life to teach or nurse 
the sick, whether at home or in the 
missions. But to enter an order 
such as the enclosed Carmelites or 
the Poor Clares, seems sheer folly 
to the world. 


The first lesson therefore that 
Assisi and Lisieux give us, is that 
saints love Jesus so tenderly, so ve- 
hemently that they will sacrifice all 
else to live for him, and to be happy 
with a life that is considered mere 
waste and madness by the world. 
With Francis and Therese there 
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were no half measures with the 
Lord. Once they saw by God’s 
grace the charm and goodness of 
‘Christ, like the Apostles of old they 
left all things and followed him. 


Francis, Strong Lamb 


WITH THE PSALMIST WE MUST 
tell Christ that his friends have be- 
come exceedingly honorable to us. 
How attractive and beautiful is the 
figure of gentle Francis! Even 
Protestants love him. How often 
he is pictured with birds and animals 
in an idyllic scene! There is about 
Francis and his whole career an 
aura of peace, a sense of tranquil- 
lity, a feeling of delightful repose. 
Yet he was a hero, a courageous and 
noble soul who fought for justice 
and inspired others to follow Christ. 


Thomas of Celano writes that 
Francis was like a lamb. We should 
say he wasastrong lamb. Christ is 
the Lamb of God, but he is also the 
Lion of the Tribe of Juda. Francis 
is a lamb with a lion’s power, and 
both characteristics he derives from 
Christ through grace. 


Francis could well apply to him- 
self the words of the Psalmist that 
they who fear God, will see him and 
rejoice. Indeed we are happy with 
Francis before our eyes, for through 
surrender to Jesus in love and sacri- 
fice he became a living crucified one. 
Each saint is in some way the sweet 
Christ walking the world again. 
Each saint has his own personality, 
yet in every one we see Christ once 
more. In this way there is a per- 
petual and varied epiphany or mani- 
festation of Christ to the world. 


This continual reproduction of 
Christ through the holy lives of his 
saints gives him exquisite satisfac- 
tion and endless joy. Just as a 
jeweler or goldsmith is proud of the 
rings and bracelets he devises, so 
Christ exults in a manner that we 
can only imagine when he beholds a 
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person using to advantage the 
graces of God and advancing on the 
path of holiness to become like 
Christ Jesus, the master and pattern 
of all sanctity. 


The Lamb’s Immolation 


WHO SHALL DESCRIBE THE MELO- 
DIES of joy and the tears of jubilee 
that Francis experienced when first 
he became charmed by Christ 
crucified? See a person in love who 
cannot express the sentiments that 
surge in his heart. Day and night 
such a one thinks of and longs for 
the beloved. Assisi’s streets still 
echo the love sighs of Francis, whose 
heart was wounded by the salutary 
dart of Divine love. 


Well do we know the life of Fran- 
cis. A thousand details are pre- 
served to us. Yet as time went on, 
and he had founded the orders for 
which God called him, Francis ad- 
vanced in the love of Jesus. Zeal 
and sacrifice were the answer of 
Francis to the ever increasing love 
Christ poured into his ardent soul. 
How beautiful are the hearts of the 
saints! Father Faber says they are 
like sea-shells, echoing forever the 
passion of Christ. Not only the 
passion, but every mystery of our 
Lord’s life, death and glorification. 


Love must culminate and be recip- 
rocal to be true love. The Scriptures 
and the doctors of the Church com- 
pare the love between Christ and the 
soul to the love existing between 
spouses. The reserved and sublime 
mystic St. John of the Cross uses the 
same comparison. He goes so far 
as to declare that the best compari- 
son is that love which has no let or 
hindrance. In great love each gives 
all that he has, and wishes to keep 
no secret from the other. 


Francis reached the fulness of love 
in the sacred stigmata, some two 
years before his death. There, on 
Monte La Verna, both Christ and he 
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were satisfied that each had given 
the other all. Love wishes to make 
its subject like the beloved—that is 
wonderfully illustrated in the stig- 
mata. Christ had now a living im- 
age of himself in Francis. The 
saint bore in his body the resem- 
blance to Jesus crucified for love for 
us—for love of him. 


This mystical experience of the 
stigmatization was. the strong 
lamb’s immolation of love. The 
brethren wept with compassion and 
joy whenever they saw Francis 
after the Most High had sealed him 
with the signs of our redemption. 
Now Francis was content. He suf- 
fered with Christ, he thought with 
Christ. A seraph with six wings 
had wounded the body of Francis 
with the five wounds of Christ. But 
who will tell how his heart was 
wounded with a fire of love that will 
glow and burn for all eternity? In 
very truth Francis is the Seraph of 
Assisi. He is a strong lamb, a 


happy lamb, a lamb who pastures in 
' the fiery fields of eternal love. 


_ Therese the Wounded Dove 


FOR ALL COMING AGES ST. THER- 


: ESE of the Child Jesus will shine on 
. the Catholic world from the heights 


of Mt. Carmel. You may object that 


Carmel and La Verna are different. 
It is true the angle of vision is dif- 
ferent, yet the ascent is steep and 


demands that we be free from lug- 
gage in each case. The peaks of La 
Verna and Carmel point to the same 
Heaven, bask in the same sunshine 
of Christ’s grace and enjoy the same 
delicious love fruit of conformity 
with Jesus crucified. 


In the case of Francis this fruit 
are the sacred stigmata. In the 
case of Therese it is something 
similar to the transverberation of 
the heart, such as Sts. Teresa of 
Avila and John of the Cross exper- 
ienced. The air on both mountains 
is clear and inspiring for better 
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glimpses of Christ the beloved. 
Having seen the glory of Francis on 
La Verna, look well at the shining 
magnificence of the wonderful 
woman on Carmel’s heights. 


Though Therese was young when 
she first loved Christ (she says it 
was from her third year!), she was 
also young when she died. Her 
youth, however, is no index of her 
power and courage. She was indeed 
a girl of gentle birth and education. 
She was hidden all her life and was 
sheltered from contagion of every 
sort. Yet she is a “valiant woman”. 
Meek and simple as a dove, she is 
also wise as a serpent. Doves are 
known for their gentleness, their 
simplicity, and their loyalty to a 
mate. 


The dove of Lisieux found shelter 
in the clefts of Carmel’s rock. 
There she led a life of loving fidelity 
to Jesus, her spouse. She too ad- 
vanced in love, as Francis had done. 
The tender attentions of the Holy 
Spirit and the docility of Therese 
welded her heart to the heart of 
Christ in a glowing fire of love. 


The Victim of Love 


FULLY ON THE ALERT FOR EVERY- 
THING that could please her Spouse, 
she gradually, like Francis, came 
under the complete influence of the 
gifts of the Holy Spirit. Following 
his inspirations, she surrendered 
herself to God as a victim of his 
merciful love, just as Francis did. 


It was on Trinity Sunday, June 
9, 1895, that the Little Flower gave 
herself completely as a victim of 
love. God was touched by the ten- 
der and delicate immolation of this 
virginal soul. She tells us how God 
heard her prayer and received her 
sacrifice. 


Some days after her offering, she 
was making the Stations of the 
Cross when suddenly God wounded 
this dove-like soul with such a dart 
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of love that she marveled at it. 
From that time on she belonged 
completely to God in deep peace and 
in a quiet jubilee of love. At that 
moment the Holy Spirit, whom we 
rightly name the finger of God’s 
right hand, the fountain, the fire, 
and charity—that same Spirit who 
is the personal love of the Son for 
the Father and the Father for the 
Son, enkindled in the heart of this 
young saint a heavenly fire which 
shines and glows and burns forever. 


What a mystery that God loves 
himself through our hearts—that he 
even pours out his love in our hearts 
so that we can love him! ‘Thus the 
circle of love is complete, and it re- 
turns to him enriched and made 
tender by the love of his creatures. 


St. Therese was immolated on the 
altar of love. She understood that 
God hungers for our love. She 
wished to love him as no one had 
done before. Pius XI, in his encycli- 
cal on Christ the King, declares 
truly that no one has been or ever 
will be loved as much as Christ 
Jesus. Yet the Little Flower wished 
to crown that fact with her own 
special love. Undoubtedly she must 
have succeeded wonderfully when 
we consider how pleased God is with 
this wounded dove who loved him to 
excess. On Carmel’s heights he 
pierced her heart with the salutary 
wound of eternal love. 


Francis and Therese 


DID WE SAY EARLIER THAT THESE 
saints are different in many ways? 
We now stand corrected. They are 
of different centuries, yet both are 
of the New Law and of the age of 
the risen Jesus. 


Both have been conformed with 
Christ crucified and hold the Cruci- 
fix before the world in all justice. 
Their nationality is that of those 
redeemed in Christ’s blood. Their 
language is that of the cross and the 
resurrection of Jesus. They are 
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now like the seraphs of Heaven, and 
their age is the fulness of the mea- 
sure of the age of the risen Lord. 
The characteristics of both Umbria 
and Normandy as well as their per- 
sonal traits were crowned and 
adorned by grace till they both acted 
like Christ, loved like Christ, 
thought like Christ. 


Their vocations were apparently 
different, yet on closer scrutiny they 
are like brother and sister, each call- 
ing to the world to give up vanities, 
to love that Being of all love who is 
eternal and who created us to know 
him and love him. Their tombs are 
not the dark graves of the dead, for 
from their bones there shines forth 
the splendor of truth and the ma- 
jesty of love. 


These saints cry forth from Assisi 
and Lisieux: God is love, and he who 
abides in love, abides in God and 
God in him. 


These seraphic saints teach us 
that God must be loved above all 
things; that nothing is too precious 
to be sacrificed for God. The cry of 
Francis was “My God and my all.” 
Therese had one desire—to love 
Christ as no one had ever loved him 
before. Her last words were: “My 
God, I love thee.” 


Since it is impossible to love God 
if we are weighed down with world- 
ly desires and cares, these saints 
show us again the advantages of the 
religious state, in which a person is 
‘free to love and serve God since life 
in that state is entirely arranged for 
that purpose. 


We see, too, how fruitful even for 
the whole Church a religious saint 
can be. These saints did not live 
for themselves. In living for God, 
they benefited their neighbor. To 
love God is highly beneficial for one- 
self but no less for the whole 
Church. The Holy Spirit declares 
that “the love of God is honorable 
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wisdom.” In fact it is the wisdom. 


Apostles Both 


IN CONSECRATING THEIR HEARTS 
‘to Jesus crucified, Francis and 
| Therese not only satisfied him, 
brought glory to God, and won a 
high place in Heaven, but they have 
» become apostles of the first rank. 


St. Francis, by word and example, 
'is ever doing untold good in the 
world. Helives in his brethren, and 
he perfumes the Church with his 
_ spirit of love, meekness and poverty. 
| He is the apostle of Catholic Action, 
» because without his spirit of sacri- 
' fice and ardent love for Jesus no true 
'Catholic Action is possible. It is 
'not in parades, conventions, and 
banquets that Catholic Action con- 
sists, but in union with Christ and 
: thinking with Christ and his Church. 
Thus we become apostles and learn 
to love souls with genuine zeal. 


Pope Pius XI appreciated these 
truths fully. He is the great pope 
of Catholic Action. He appointed 
St. Francis its patron. The same 
pope saw that St. Therese was of the 
same calibre as St. Francis. Her 
love for Christ was also love for 
souls. Therefore the pope declared 
her patron of the missions with St. 
Francis Xavier. The pope, for the 
same reason, made her the patron of 
Russia. 


Instead of her apostolate ceasing 
with death or some years after her 
canonization, it is actually increas- 


It is a universal experimental 
finding that peace of soul, equili- 
brium of judgment, and health of 
mind are the normal results of the 
human will in conformity with that 
will of God which intends for each 
man perfection of thought and will. 
—McGarrigle, My Father’s Will. ® 
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ing from day to day. For all time 
Francis and Therese will be apostles 
of the salvation of souls, because 
they placed God first and loved him 
with their whole heart, with their 
whole mind, and with all their 
strength. 


What then? you ask. Must we all 
become religious to love Christ and 
to be apostles? 


By no means. Yet there are 
many who have or have had a reli- 
gious vocation and neglect to follow 
it. To them we address an earnest 
appeal to follow the call, for their 
salvation may well depend on it. 


But all people, no matter in what 
state of life they are, must eventual- 
ly imitate Francis and Therese in 
loving God more than themselves, 
in loving him to the point of sacri- 
fice. That is necessary to keep 
from mortal sin. It is necessary to 
advance in virtue and to bear the 
temptations and trials of life. If 
you and I are saved, it will be be- 
cause finally, by God’s grace, we be- 
came heroic and “put on Christ’, 
fighting manfully to conquer the 
Devil, the world, and the flesh of our 
weakness and pride. This means to 
love God above all things. 


The spirit of Francis and Therese 
is the spirit of all lovers of Jesus. 
Here we see the advantages of the 
Tertiary life, which is praised and 
recommended by the Popes precisely 
because it is such a great help to 
lead a life in the world in conformity 
with the Gospel and in the spirit of 
the religious vows. 


The true Tertiary can become a 
great saint. Many have done so al- 
ready; many more will do so. Love 
‘Christ unto folly and suffering, love 
him more than light and health, and 
you will become another Francis, 
another Therese, who will delight 
the heart of Jesus and rejoice the 
Church for ages and for eternity. ® 
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THE PATER NOSTER 


GOD'S CHILDREN 
BEFORE THEIR FATHER 


BY FR. HELWICK KREWITT 
O.F.M. (5) 


The Tenth of a Series of Conferences on Married Life and the Mass. 


IN GOING UP TO JERUSALEM, JESUS 
according to his habit spent some 
time in prayer, away from his dis- 
ciples. When he returned to them 
after long intimate conversation 
with his heavenly Father, his dis- 
ciples noticed that wondrous sub- 
limity reflected the sacred moments 
of prayer on his countenance. They 
realized at once how little they knew 
of that sacred relationship with 
God: how the words were lacking 
when they addressed him in their 
prayers, and how in his presence 


they could hardly concentrate on the. 


thoughts they wanted to express. 


This sad realization prompted one 
of them to approach the Master, ask- 
ing: “Lord, teach us how to pray.” 
And adding a reason, to justify the 
request, he said: ‘‘Lord, teach us how 
to pray, even as John also taught 
his disciples’”» (Luke 11, 1). 


No doubt the Master rejoiced 
when he heard this petition, even 
though it was affected by something 
typically human. He taught them 
how to pray, his prayer—the only 
one he taught us. His answer was: 
“When you pray, say: Our Father 
who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy 
name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done on earth as it is in Heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, as 
we forgive those who _ trespass 
against us, and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil” 
(Mt. 6, 9). 


1. The Divine Fatherhood 


1. We know the words of the 
Lord’s prayer from the early days 
of our childhood. Maybe we know 
them too well, so well that they have 
lost their meaning for us, so well 


that we are not conscious any more, 
while saying them, of their depth of 
thought and idea. 


The words are simple, the sen- 
tences short. Yet in all its simplici- 
ty, this prayer is the most profound, 
the most comprehensive and the 
most devout that can be uttered by 
men. It contains all the truths 
which govern our relationship with 
God on high. It is like a classroom 
where we learn all that must be kept 
in mind concerning our relations 
with our Father in Heaven. It isso 
natural, so true, so wholly Divine, 
that we cannot imagine how we 
could be without it. 


In one word, the Lord’s prayer 
expresses in sacred words what 
must be nearest and dearest to our 


hearts as children of our Father in 


Heaven. 


On the other hand, it is equally 
true that it is full of all the high 
ideals and ideas which filled the 
heart our Divine Savior. Its main 
and sole concern is God, the Father 
in Heaven. It was the Father for 
whose sake Christ came into this 
world. His glorification was con- 
stantly before Christ’s mind and in 
his heart. The content of Christ’s 
work and life was the establishment 
of the kingdom of his Father here 
on earth, to make it strong and firm, 
and to spread it all over the earth. 


2. Indeed, the Father—that is the 
great and all-important content of 
this Divine prayer. Of course, we 
fully understand why Christ ad- 
dresses God on high with the won- 
derful name of Father. Was Christ 
not his only begotten Son, in whom 
the Father was well pleased? How- 
ever, when Christ taught us his 
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prayer, he prefaced it with the 
words: “When you pray, say, Our 
Mather... .” 


So it was to be our privilege too 
to look up to God and to use the in- 
timate title of Father. Yes, God is 
our father, it is under this name 


that he wants to be known to his 


children and _ creatures. Christ 


never tired of pointing this out in 


his teaching while here on earth. It 
was his intention to reveal to us the 
inner mystery and essence of our 
relations with God. 


When we speak to God and eall 


_him by this loving name, we do so 


not only to express our gratitude for 


all the benefits and blessings we 


have received from above; we need- 
ed no special revelation to acknowl- 
edge the fact that God looks after us 


and cares for us like a father pro- 
vides for his children. 


No, when Christ insists on this 
that God is our Father, he means 


more: he wants to impress on us 
that since his coming to us our rela- 


tionship with God has been made 


more intimate, so that instead of 


with fear and trembling we can ap- 
proach God with loving and childlike 
trust. Since his life here on earth, 
since his redeeming death on the 
cross, a new basis has been estab- 
lished for our life under God. We 
not only live under God as his crea- 
tures, we can live in God and with 
him in a wonderfully intimate union 
of life. 


Thus all those who possess this 
new life of God in and by grace, have 
entered into a new supernatural 
relationship with their Creator; for 
they are permitted to partake in 
God’s holy life. And if we are his 
children, then God is our Father. 
This is the inner mystery of our 
Christian existence. 


Not only that, here we must find 
the inner essence of a true Christian 
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life in all its aspects and activities. 
For it is obvious that this new ex- 
istence as children of God is not 
merely confined to the Christian per- 
son as such; it will also permeate 
and pervade all his actions and rela- 
tions with the world around him. 
In other words, whatever a Chris- 
tian does or performs, is radically 
and essentially different from ac- 
tions performed by people who do 
not share the privilege of being re- 
ae to the new life of a child of 
od. 


3. This being true, we shall easily 
understand why there is a radical 
difference between the marital 
union of Christians and non-Chris- 
tians. Marriage between children 
of God in this supernatural sense, is 
infinitely more than a mere contract 
between a man and a woman, sacred 
and holy as it may be. It is firmiy 
and solidly anchored in the super- 
natural sphere. Yes, as we all know, 
it is a “great mystery in Christ and 
in the Church’, reflecting and repre- 
senting the mystical wedding be- 
tween our Savior and his spouse. 


We do well to remember this at 
all times. Otherwise we shall 
come to think that the only differ- 
ence between the marital union of 
God’s Christian children and non- 
Christians consists in certain moral 
precepts and principles which must 
be observed in any marital union 
which claims the distinction of being 
Christian. Such a concept of Chris- 
tian marriage is wrong, because as 
a matter of fact there is no differ- 
ence between marriages of Chris- 
tians and non-Christians so far as 
the moral law is concerned. Any 
union between man and woman that 
claims the right to the sublime and 
sacred title and prerogative of mar- 
riage, is subject to the same law, the 
natural and the Divine, which God 
has established in his ten command- 
ments. 
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There is a difference between mar- 
riages in the natural and the super- 
natural order, a difference which is 
based on the new existence of all 
those who are redeemed by Christ 
and his grace. Through and by this 
grace every true marital union be- 
tween children of God, who are re- 
born in the sacrament of holy Bap- 
tism, is elevated to the dignity of a 
sacrament, thus representing the 
mystical union between Christ and 
his Church. 


4, And who could doubt that it is 
all-important in these days of sen- 
sual license and loose morality to 
stress this supernatural dignity 
again and again, because its sublime 
value is not recognized any more? 
And this holds not only for the world 
at large, but also, unfortunately, for 
many Christians as well. Let them 
learn to appreciate again the high 
dignity of their Christian life. Let 
them see again the high ideals of 
Christian marriage—ideals which 
not only excel all modern concepts 
of married life in the moral order, 
but above all are essentially superior 
‘to all merely natural values and dis- 
tinctions, because of their super- 
natural character, which permits 
them to be directly and intimately 
related to the life of God the Father 
himself. 


Thus it becomes clear that when- 
ever Christian spouses utter the 
first words of the Lord’s prayer, 
they are not only reminded of their 
personal dignity as children of God, 
our Father in Heaven, but they also 
become aware anew of the super- 
natural character of their marital 
union. But that is not all. While 
the first words of the Our Father 
remind Christian spouses of the 
supernatural dignity of their marital 
state of life, the following petitions 
show them the ideals and goals for 
which they must strive in order to 
fashion and form their practical 
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married life in conformity with 
these inherent values and ideals. 

In other words, when married 
people say the Our Father, they are 
not only reminded of the demands 
God has on them as individuals, but 
they can easily recognize in these 
words how they must live as married 
Christians in order to correspond 
with the designs which prompted 
‘God to raise marriage to the dignity 
of a sacrament. 

This then is the basic law which 
must govern every truly Christian 
marriage according to Christ’s in- 
tentions as seen in the light of the 
Our Father: The meaning and pur- 
pose of Christian marriage do not lie 
in the sphere of this world and its 
natural values, but rather in the 
values of the world above. Yes, 
they even go beyond supernatural 
and otherworldly ends and purposes 
in general to the ultimate goal of all 
creation—our Father in Heaven. 


2. What It Means in Marriage 


This can be seen in an even clearer 
light when we proceed to reflect on 
the different petitions of the Lord’s 
prayer. 


1. We say, Our Father. Christian 
spouses who say these words, know 
that they are not alone. There are 
others at their side. And not only 
those who are related to them by 
bonds of blood or affection, their 
marital union has not only obliga- 
tions with regard to itself, but they 
are equally obligated to human 
society as such and to that great 
family which comprises all children 
of God here on earth. In spite of its 
unique character any Christian 
marriage does not stand in splendid 
isolation, but has its place in a 
greater and more important organ- 
ism, the mystical body of Christ. 


2. Here we find the reason why 
the first petition of the Our Father 
concerns not only individuals but 
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also that basic unit of human society 
which is marriage, and why both 
must have God’s interests in mind 
and at heart. Married people, ac- 
cording to the heart of Christ, 
realize that God is above their hap- 
piness. Their Father’s concerns are 
more important than their own. 
Hence they pray: “Hallowed be 
thy name.” God’s glory and honor 
_ are the end of their marital union, 
| not only of their individual lives. 


And when they utter these words, 

they ask God that he may help them 
_ fashion their married life to be 
really a glorification of the Father; 

that this glory may always be given 
_ to God in their marriage; that their 
| marital union may always realize 
and live up to God’s dominion over 
wit. 

The dignity of married life is as 
great and sublime, aside from its 
inherent values, as the ends for 
which it lives and works. A marital 
union which seeks above all other 
things to promote God’s glory and 
honor of necessity takes first place, 
because it is directed toward the 
highest goal. 


3. Then the Lord’s prayer con- 
tinues: “Thy kingdom come.” Here 
is the great and urgent desire which 
has filled the hearts of all true Chris- 
tians from the early history of the 
Church, the great longing which has 
consumed the saints at all times. 
Could there be a more appropriate 
prayer for Christian spouses than 
this that God’s kingdom may come 
to them and stay with them, that 
their marriage may be a province, 
however small, of this kingdom of 
the Father here on earth? 


And when we think of Christ’s 
words that the kingdom of God is 
within us, could there be a better 
expression of the true Christian at- 
titude of married people than their 
prayer that God may reign as su- 
preme king in their hearts and over 
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their married life with all its mul- 
tiple aspects and concerns? 


This will come true when God’s 
will is done, as purely, honestly, 
totally and perfectly on earth as it 
is in Heaven. What this will mean 
for married people, for their every- 
day life and their intentions, their 
desires and their motives, can hard- 
ly be overestimated in comparison 
with the stark realities of our times 
and modern neo-pagan tendencies 
and principles. 


4. After thus paying tribute to 
the Father and his interests, after 
having reassured him of their deep- 
ly and genuinely Christian attitude, 
those who say our Lord’s prayer 
turn their eyes to their own needs. 
First we are admonished by our 
Divine Savior to consider the things 
that are great and important above 
all other things, even above our 
happiness and well-being; then we 
can think of ourselves, of the things 
we need in order to carry out what 
God the Father expects of us. 


How true this is in regard to 
married couples. They know from 
experience that good intentions 
alone do not furnish a solid basis 
for a truly Christian married life. 
It is of no use to close our eyes to 
the realities of our times. To make 
a living may be hard for individuals, 
but when married Christians pray, 
“Give us this day our daily bread’, 
it is quite often an outcry of their 
very soul, realizing that without 
sufficient and necessary sustenance 
it is more than hard to live up to the 
high ideals of Christian marriage. 


On the other hand, it is equally 
true that a firm will to work in con- 
junction with the spirit of Christian 
self-denial and confidence in God will 
solve this problem. That is why 
Christ has us pray, ‘“‘Give us this day 
our daily bread.” We do well to 
mark his words. Christ wants his 
followers to pray for bread—for the 
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things which they really need, not 
for the many imaginary needs which 
our age holds indispensable. Christ 
once said: ‘“‘When you pray, do not 
make many words, as do the pa- 
gans.” Implying that want of con- 
fidence in God is thoroughly opposed 
to the Christian conception of God 
the Father, he added: “Your Father 
knows that you need all these 
things.” 


Here we have the spirit which 
must animate and permeate all 
Christian spouses, who should know 
that as individuals as well as in their 
marital union they are under the 
direct care and providence of their 
heavenly Father. 


But the words, “Give us this day 
our daily bread,’ mean more. We 
pray for today, because we know 
that we can come back to our Father 
and ask him for more whenever the 
need arises. Again let us listen to 
our Divine Master: “Therefore, do 
not be anxious about tomorrow; for 
tomorrow will have anxieties of its 
own. Sufficient for the day is its 
own trouble” (Mt. 6, 34). 


Needless to point out, this child- 
like confidence is needed in married 
life. Do we not find again and again 
that married Christians are influ- 
enced in their actions and intentions 
by fear of difficulties which may 
materialize? Remarks like these: 
“We do not know what the future 
will bring, How can we take up new 
responsibilities as long as conditions 
are as insecure and uncertain as 
right now,” are expressed with 
seeming logic and justification. 


Christ does not take all insecurity 
away from his followers, but he ad- 
monishes them to leave some room 
for God and his providence. Itis as 
if he wished to impress on all those 
who say his prayer: Pray for this 
day, because God and his loving 
hand are still there for the morrow. 


5. The same trusting confidence is 
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put into the words of the following 


petition, “Forgive us our _ tres- 
passes.”” People who carry respon- 
sibilities like those of married 


people, will readily admit that there 
is ground for such a humble prayer. 
They know only too well how often 
weak human nature gets the better 
of their best intentions. No need 
for despair or discouragement. 


Our Father knows his children 
and knows how to restore the splen- 
dor and glory of true Christian 
marriage whenever its inner beauty 
and dignity has been marred by hu- 
man weakness and frailty. There is 
one condition. Those who ask God’s 
pardon, must be willing to practice 
the same spirit of forgiveness: ‘“‘For- 
give us our trespasses as we forgive 
those who trespass against us.” 
Where could there ever be greater 
opportunity to practice this forgiv- 
ing love than in marriage which 
establishes the most intimate and 
closest relationship between two hu- 
man beings? 


As long as there is this spirit 
of self-forgetting and forgiving love 
between spouses, there will be God’s 
kingdom within them and their mar- 
ital union. But it must be a love 
that does not seek its own. This 
readiness to forgive must be like the 
Father’s, free, sincere, generous, 
without ifs and buts. Such a spirit 
of pardon is like a reflection of God’s 
greatness and consecrates marriage 
in conformity with the Father’s 
designs. Neither is it extraordin- 
ary, because the magnanimity which 
is showered upon his children by the 
Father, is transmitted from one 
spouse to the other. 


6. “And lead us not into tempta- 
tion.” Again it is humble self- 
knowledge which prompts these 
words of the Lord’s prayer. Of 
course, all human beings alike must 
beware of that false security in 
spiritual things which is based on 
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excessive trust in self. But no one 
can fail to see the sad realities which 
in our day place married people in 
extreme danger because of the com- 
mon rejection of directive and re- 
strictive laws concerning marital 
problems. No other state of life has 
been affected and influenced to the 
same extent by the constant infiltra- 
tion of neo-pagan ideas and prin- 
ciples. 


Hence married Christians have 
ample reason to implore God to pro- 
tect them against the evil and poi- 
sonous ideas and practices which 
threaten the sanctuary of their 
sacred union of life and love. God 
is still the lord. He holds all the 
threads of human destiny in his 
fatherly hands. That is why mar- 
ried Christians, following the advice 


of our Divine Master, turn to him 
-and prayerfully ask him to keep 
away from them all deadly and fatal 
- temptations, so that they may be de- 
_livered from all evil, from all that is 


wicked. 


We have here outlined a few 
thoughts on the wonderful content 
of our Lord’s prayer. It contains 
in a few words the sacred designs 
God wishes to see realized in every 
Christian marriage, all the Divine 
aims and purposes for which Christ 
worked and died. Here we see the 
soul of our Master and all that was 
sacred and holy to him. Here also 
we perceive the high ideals for 


Great leaders, great writers, great 
financiers, great artists, great ath- 
letes, all are great in common esteem 
not because of what they are, but 
because of what others are not— 
merely because the generality of hu- 
man beings are less than they.—Mc- 
Garrigle, My Father’s Will. @ 
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which the Church is doing her mis- 
sionary work in the world. 


Is it not fair to call the Our 
Father the basic law and guiding 
light for all thing's to be observed in 
Christian marriage? 


No wonder that the Lord’s prayer 
has found a place in the sacrifice of 
the Mass. After the Consecration, 
the re-presentation of Christ’s re- 
deeming death on the Cross, which 
made it possible for us to become 
children of our heavenly Father, the 
Our Father is recited. As children 
of the Father we approach him and 
express that attitude in words which 
must be practiced in our everyday 
life. How solemn it begins: “Let us 
pray: Instructed by thy saving com- 
mandments and following thy Di- 
vine directions, we presume to say: 
Our Father who art in Heaven.” 
The prayer is never omitted in the 
Mass; on joyous and sorrowful oc- 
casions these words of Christ are 
repeated. 


What a wonderful means to re- 
mind married people of their sacred 
responsibilities if they joined fre- 
quently with the Church in saying 
the Our Father in the Mass. Even 
among Catholics too many see their 
lives from a merely human view- 
point. How necessary it is to see 
with the eyes of Christ. 


Let Christian spouses orientate 
themselves and their marital union 
by reciting the Lord’s prayer during 
the Mass. Let them repeat it dur- 
ing the day. But let them above all 
recognize in these words the sublime 
program and rule of their marital 
union. Then it will be easy for them 
to find the right order and the cor- 
rect answer, the truly Christian 
solution for the many confusing and 
aggravating problems that confront 
marriage and married life in our 
times. ® 
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THE BERNARDINE SISTERS 


A THRIVING COMMUNITY 
BRIEFLY SKETCHED 


ON OCTOBER 29, 1944, THE BER- 
NARDINE Sisters of St. Francis of 
Reading Pennsylvania will render 
thanks to almighty God on the oc- 
casion of the golden jubilee of the 
founding of their community in 
America. 

The community is of medieval 
origin, the original foundation in 
Poland having been modeled on a 
community of the Third Order of 
St. Francis organized in Italy by 
the Bl. Angelina of Marsciano in 
1397. The first convent of these 
sisters in Poland was founded in 
Stradom, Krakow, in 1457. 

Based on the observant reform of 
St. Bernardin of Siena, the com- 
munity, like the Order of Friars 
Minor itself in Poland, was popular- 
ly named for St. Bernardin. 

In 1882 a new foundation was 
realized by Mother M. Jadwiga 
Jurkiewicz at  Zakliczyn-on-the- 
Dunajec in the diocese of Tarnow. 
This convent of the Sacred Heart in 
Zakliczyn is the cradle of the pio- 
neers of the American foundation. 

Since 1912, the Bernardine Sis- 
ters of St. Francis in America are 
autonomous and have no associa- 
tion with the Zakliczyn community 
except those of gratitude and 
friendship. 


The Beginning 

THE FIRST BAND OF FIVE SISTERS, 
headed by Mother M. Veronica 
Grzedowska and Sister M. Frances 
Tomalowna, landed in New York on 
October 24, 1894. From there they 
proceeded to Mt. Carmel Penna., 
where they undertook work in the 
school and church of St. Joseph’s 
parish, whose pastor, the Rev. T. 
Jakimowicz, was instrumental in 
bringing the sisters to America. 


From Mt. Carmel the sisters 


AMERICA PAYS 
ITS MISSION DEBT 


moved to Reading Penna. in 1895, 
and took over the school work in St. 
Mary’s parish. The Rev. Adelbert 
Malusecki, pastor, now became the 
protector and lifelong friend of the 
community. 


In April, 1898, the first provision- 
al motherhouse was established in a 
villa at Ridgewood, east of Reading. 
Here the novitiate was canonically 
erected in 1901. Between 1895 
and 1907 the community took over 
the teaching in three schools in the 
archdiocese of Trenton. The com- 
munity numbered then 15 professed 
sisters, 10 novices, and several pos- 
tulants. 


In 1907, because of. inconvenient 
communications, the sisters re- 
moved to a new building raised at 
Millmont, a suburb of Reading, on 
land generously donated by the Rt. 
Rev. Monsignor Bornemann. This 
building, subsequently enlarged 
during the generalship of Mother 
M. Hedwig, together with a new or- 
phanage and infirmary buildings, 
form the motherhouse of the Ber- 
nardine Sisters of St. Francis to- 
day. 


Expansion 


WHEN THE FIRST CHAPTER WAS 
held in 1912, the community had 
grown to 56 professed sisters, 10 
novices, and 24 postulants, teaching 
in 15 schools. Mother M. Hedwig, 
who remained in office for eighteen 
years, besides enlarging the mo- 
therhouse, built also the St. Francis 
Orphanage building, and laid the 
groundwork for the educational de- 
velopment and influence of the com- 
munity by sending sisters to the 
Catholic University of America, to 
prepare for teaching the high 
schools and +he normal training 
school of the commanity. 
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In 1931, Mother M. Angela, sup- 


{ ported by Mother M. Edmund, 


directress of studies, organized on 
a solid basis the teacher training 
program of the community. 
Through the Teachers’ Seminarium 
and the Villanova College school of 


education, the postulants and jun- 
_ lor professed sisters receive a thor- 


ough preparation for teaching and 
for hospital work in the schools and 
hospitals of the community. 

In 1937 the field of labor of the 
community was extended to Brazil. 
Today the Bernardine Sisters con- 
duct 7 schools, 1 high school and 1 
academy, 4 kindergartens, 3 hospi- 
tals, and 3 missions in Rio Grande 
do Sul and in Mato Grosso, Brazil. 
There are 61 nuns serving the cause 
of Christ among the Brazilians and 
the Polish immigrants. 

This golden jubilee year marks 
the formal entrance of the Bernar- 
dines into hospital work. In Octo- 
ber, 1943, the Municipal Hospital of 
Hoven South Dakota came under 
the supervision of the sisters, while 
Saint Joseph’s Hospital at Hazelton 
was purchased and passed under 
their administration on January 1, 
1944. St. Francis Hospital at Os- 
ceola Nebraska will be ready for oc- 
cupancy in September. 


The community has thirty regis- 
tered nurses supported by a corps 
of technicians, pharmacists, dieti- 
cians and anestheticians prepared 
to carry on in this new sphere af 
practical Catholic charity. 


Present Status 


AT PRESENT THIS AMERICAN COM- 
MUNITY numbers 715 professed sis- 
ters, 17 novices, and 20 postulants. 
The teaching extends to 71 schools 
in 8 archdioceses and 12 dioceses, 
8 high schools, 3 academies, 1 
teachers’ seminarium, 3  orphan- 
ages, and over 50 religious vacation 
schools. The hospital work em- 
braces 6 hospitals and 1 infirmary. 
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A daily twelve-hour adoration of 
the Blessed Sacrament exposed in 
the main chapel of the mother- 
house, and the Eucharistic Crusade 
movement in all of the schools un- 
der their care, are significant con- 
tributions of the Bernardines to the 
apostolate of prayer and reparation, 
one of the main aims of the com- 
munity. 


In the summer of 1943, the com- 
munity was divided into three pro- 
vinces and a district. The province 
of Philadelphia or the Holy Name 
province has Mother M. Hedwig for 
its first provincial; it numbers 430 
sisters and 38 houses. The Scran- 
ton or St. Francis province, whose 
provincial is Mother M. Sygmunta, 
M.A., numbers 260 sisters and 27 
houses. The Brazilian or Immacu- 
late Conception province, with Mo- 
ther M. Benjamina as first provin- 
cial, consists of 61 sisters and 7 
houses. 


The district of Reading or Sa- 
cred Heart motherhouse takes in 


also St. Francis Orphanage, St. 
Elizabeth’s Infirmary, and_ the 
three hospitals in the United 


States. It is the residence of the 
Rev. Mother M. Edmund, superior 
general, and her council. 


As soon as God grants peace to 
Europe, a vast field of activity will 
unfold for’ the sisters’ zeal and 
charity in Poland. At present there 
are four Bernardines taking gradu- 
ate work at the national Catholic 
school of social service of the Cath- 
olic University of America, in pre- 
paration for rehabilitation work in 
Poland. 


Many sisters are preparing’ sa- 
cred vestments, altar linens, cloth- 
ing, medicine, books, and so on, 
which are to be sent or taken along 
as soon as conditions will permit 
the sisters to enter the territory of 
heroic Poland.—Contributed. @ 
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AT THE END OF JANUARY THIS 
year, Fray Jose Francisco de Guada- 
lupe O.F.M., the former opera and 
cinema star Jose Mojica, was visited 
at the Franciscan friary of Cuzco 
Peru by some of his countrymen 
who said they were representatives 
of the Mexican government. Re- 
turning to Mexico one of the latter 
published an interview in which he 
ascribed to Fray Jose ideas and 
statements which were entirely at 
variance with the way of life to 
which he has dedicated himself. 
Someone sent him a clipping, and 
Fray Jose wrote a reply refuting 
the false statements made about 
him. 

“As far as my person is con- 
cerned, this does not bother me. 
False things have been said about 
me so many times that once more 
does not make much difference. But 
this time assertions have been 
placed in my mouth which are the 
very opposite of what I said; and 
since it is the Church which is mis- 
represented, it is my duty to see to 
it that the truth be known. 


“When one of the visitors de- 
clared that he was a Communist, I 
began talking of that genuine and 
disinterested communism which is 
found in religious orders, of that 
true social revolution which is em- 
bodied in the Franciscan movement 
and has been reforming the world 
for seven centuries, of that true 
spirit of fraternal love among men 
which fosters Christian cooperation 
and eliminates hatred among social 
classes. 


“It is claimed that I said: ‘Com- 
munism (i.e. Russian Communism) 
and religion will save humanity, the 
one in the social order and the other 
in the moral order.’ That would be 
the same as prescribing sulphuric 
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acid and liniment in equal parts for 
a patient who is suffering from 
rheumatism. I spoke of the true 
and only possible communism in the 
world, which is that of religious 
communities and in particular of the 
Franciscan order with its perma- 
nent mission of social reform.” 


When the misstatements about 
Fray Jose first appeared in the 
press, Alfonso Junco, outstanding 
Catholic writer of Mexico, pointed 
out how absurd they were. He re- 
called the fact that long before Jose 
Mojica joined the First Order of St. 
Francis, he had been a member of 
the Third Order Secular, and that 
there was nothing precipitate in his 
desertion of his brilliant worldly 
career. 


While still a singer, Mojica at- 
tended Mass daily (in accordance 
with the Third Order rule) when he 
was at home in San Miguel de Al- 
lende Mexico. As long as his aged 
and infirm mother lived, he cared 
for her with filial tenderness. And 
after her death he made a trip 
through South America and saw for 
himself what the life of the Friars 
was in Peru. Then he returned to 
Mexico, surrendered his worldly 
possessions as directed by St. Fran- 
cis, and went back to Peru to enter 
the novitiate there. He went to a 
different country because he wished 
to sever his connections with his 
worldly career completely. 


Fray Jose’s letter was published 
in El Universal, reports Semanario 
Catolico, which is published by the 
Franciscans in Cuba. It is entirely 
free of any bitterness. In fact, 
Fray Jose prays that the Commun- 
ist reporter who misrepresented 
him, may find the peace which he 
himself has found.—Fr. Marion 
Habig O.F.M. ® 
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A CROWN OF ROSES 


| SOMETHING TO MATCH 


Nae ee eee 


OUR LADY’S VIRTUES 


BY FR. PHILIP MARQUARD 
O.F.M. (5) 


The Tenth of a Series of Conferences on the Sacramentals. 


ONE OF THE MOST POPULAR SACRA- 
MENTALS is the Rosary. New inter- 
est in it has been created by the 
present popular wave of religious 
enthusiasm over the shrine at Fati- 
ma (say Fat-ima, accent on the first 
syllable) in Portugal. It was at this 
hallowed spot during the third year 


| of the first world war that the 


Blessed Virgin appeared on the thir- 
teenth day of every month from May 
to October in 1917 to three little 
shepherd children. 

The Mother of God bade them re- 
cite the Rosary daily. She made 
various promises if this were done. 
Among the promises was that of an 
end to the war and the future con- 
version of Russia. 


Mary carried and recommended 
the sacred beads at every apparition. 
In October 1917 she declared: “I am 
the Lady of the Rosary, and I have 
come to warn the faithful to amend 
their lives and ask pardon for their 
sins. They must not continue to of- 
fend our Lord, already so deeply of- 
fended. They must say the Rosary.” 


On the feast of All Saints in 1942 
Pope Pius XII made special note of 
the celebration which closed the 
silver jubilee of Mary’s apparitions 
at Fatima, and consecrated the 
Church and the world to her. At 
that time he also recommended the 
Rosary to all the faithful. 


1. The Dominican Rosary 


1. The word rosary comes from 
the Latin rosarium, which means a 
wreath of roses. In the Middle 
Ages personages of nobility were ac- 
customed to wear crowns of flowers 
called chaplets. In the Rosary we 
have a triple chaplet, a crown of 
roses, offered to Mary, our Queen. 


Obscurity clouds the beginnings 
of the Rosary. The stronger tra- 
dition, however, attributes an early 
form of it to St. Dominic, who popu- 
larized it in the days when the AI- 
bigensian heresy flourished, on the 
bend of the twelfth and thirteenth 
centuries. Mary is said to have ap- 
peared to St. Dominic, with a rosary 
in her hand, enjoining him to preach 
the practice of it to the faithful. 
His obedience to this injunction won 
great success for him against the Al- 
bigensians. 


Whether St. Dominic actually saw 
Mary with a rosary and really used 
a rosary, is doubted. What seems 
to be certain, is the fact that St. 
Dominic encouraged the praying of 
the vocal prayers, the Our Fathers 
and the Hail Marys, and a medita- 
tion of some kind in honor of Mary. 
The recitation of the Apostles’ Creed 
and the Glory be to the Father, to- 
gether with the present material 
form of the Rosary, with its crucifix 
and its introductory beads, are of 
later origin. As with other devo- 
tions, there was a gradual historical 
development. 


2. The use of beads in prayer is 
nothing novel. Beads in some form 
or other have been in use as a means 
of marking prayer from ancient 
times. Buddhists, Mohammedans 
and others have the practice of 
counting their prayers on strings of 
beads. 


In Nineveh of the Assyrians the 
earliest representation of a rosary is 
found. It dates back to the eighth 
or ninth century before Christ. Two 
winged women are pictured carrying 
garlands or rosaries in their left 
hands. Certain false deities like 
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Brahma, Siva, Vishnu, and the 
Japanese Amida are often portrayed 
with rosaries in their hands. As 
far back as 900 B. C. these images 
seem to have had their origin. 


With the Mohammedans we find 
the use of beads either to count salu- 
tations or to recite the ninety-nine 
names of Allah. The prophet him- 
self had two such rosaries. 


The Christians of Europe did not 
receive the custom of using beads 
at prayer from the pagans. Even 
before the Christians came in con- 
tact with the Eastern peoples 
through the Crusades, they natural- 
ly took to prayer beads. The first 
known documentary evidence for the 
existence of a string of prayer beads 
is the description which William of 
Malmesbury gives of the rosary 
Count Leofric presented to his wife, 
Lady Godiva. They were both dead 
before the beginning of the first 
Crusade in 1096. 


Unlike the pagans, the Christians 
did not attach any superstition to 
the recitation of these prayers. 
The mere mechanical repetition of 
these prayers meant nothing to 
Christians, whereas pagans laid all 
the efficacy of their prayer to some 
mystic significance in the number of 
the prayers. Christians merely 
used the beads to be able to say a 
specific number of prayers, and at- 
tributed to God or the intercession 
of the saints the efficacy of the 
prayers. 


It was customary in early mon- 
astic days to substitute the Our 
Father in place of the Psalms for the 
lay brothers and hermits who could 
not join the monks in choir. There 
are one hundred and fifty psalms. 
In lieu of these the lay brothers said 
one hundred and fifty Our Fathers in 
groups of tens or fifteens. Later 
when the Rosary with its fifteen 
mysteries became popular, the as- 
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signing of ten Hail Marys to each of 
the fifteen mysteries was a natural 
adaptation of the custom long in use 
with the praying of the Our Fathers. 

3. The number and content of the 
mysteries of the Rosary as we have 
them now, are of late origin. Ina 
German work of 1489 entitled the 
Psalter of Our Blessed Lady, the 
present fifteen mysteries occur for 
the first time. Gorricio in a Spanish 
volume of 1495 gives us the series of 
joyful, sorrowful, and glorious mys- 
teries as the subjects for meditation 
while saying the Rosary. 

The introduction of this practice 
of meditating on the mysteries while 
saying the Rosary, springs perhaps 
from the public recitation of the 
Divine Office. In chanting the Di- 
vine Office it was always taught that 
it is not necessary to follow every 
single word of the text. A person 
may satisfy his obligation by medi- 


tating on some word or phrase, or — 


some event in the life of Christ, dur- 
ing the time he chants the Office. 
Thus the practice of joining to the 
Our Fathers and Hail Marys of the 
Rosary a meditation on the mys- 
teries of our redemption was easily 
accepted by all. 


Four kinds of indulgences may be 
attached to the Rosary. They are 
the Dominican, the Apostolic, the 
Crosier, and the Bridgettine indul- 
gences. All these indulgences can 
be gained by one recitation of the 
five-decade Rosary. 


2. Other Crowns 


There are many other crowns or 
chaplets which are in common use 
among the faithful. Although by 
common consent the unqualified 
name of the Rosary is reserved to 
the Dominican Rosary above de- 
scribed, still also these other crowns 
or chaplets are powerful sacramen- 
tals of the Church. 


1. One of these is the Franciscan 
Crown of the Seven Joys of Mary. 


i 
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In the Franciscan calendar a special 
is celebrated on August 
twenty-second to commemorate the 
joys of Mary. The crown dates 
back to the time when St. Bernardin 


' of Siena was general of the order. 
It is his fifth centenary which we are 
» commemorating this year. 


The well known Franciscan his- 
torian Fr. Luke Wadding tells of a 
vision accorded by the Blessed Vir- 
gin to a young Franciscan novice in 
1422. During the apparition she in- 
structed the novice to say a crown 
commemorating her seven joys. He 
was to do this to make up for his 
practice of putting flowers on her 
altar, a practice to which he had 
been accustomed but which he could 


no longer follow. 


Since that day the Crown of the 
Seven Joys has become the official 
crown in the Franciscan order. It 
is now prescribed as part of the 
religious garb of the three branches 
of the First Order, the Second 
Order, and the Third Order Regu- 
lar. Tertiaries of St. Francis also 
treasure this crown highly. 


The seven joys of Mary commem- 
orated in this crown are the Annun- 
ciation, the Visitation, the Nativity, 
the Adoration of the Magi, the Find- 
ing in the Temple, the Resurrection, 
and the Assumption and Coronation. 


As to the indulgences attached to 
the recitation of this crown, they 
are far richer than those given to 
other crowns or even to the Rosary 
itself. Members of the three orders 
of St. Francis including the secular 
Tertiaries, can gain a plenary in- 
dulgence every time they recite it. 
Besides this there are numerous 
other plenary and partial indul- 
gences which can be gained under 
the ordinary conditions. 


2. It is appropriate here also to 
mention the chaplet of St. Anthony. 
This consists of thirteen Our Fa- 
thers, Hail Marys and Glorys in 


‘this chaplet. 
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honor of St. Anthony. It calls to 
mind the thirteen favors so fre- 
quently received through his inter- 
cession and enumerated in the Re- 
sponsory of St. Anthony (If miracles 
thou seekest). 


An indulgence of 300 days once a 
day is granted for the recitation of 
The usual Papal in- 
dulgences can also be placed on this 
chaplet, including usually the plen- 
ary indulgence for the hour of death. 


Many favors have been obtained 
through its use, and hence it has be- 
come very popular with the faithful. 
It ordinarily has a medal of St. An- 
thony in place of the crucifix. 


The Rosary as well as the ap- 
proved crowns and chaplets are 
important sacramentals. They serve 
not only to stimulate devotion but 
they play a big part in the salvation 
of many a soul. Even many non- 
Catholics are anxious to thumb them 
thin. 


Such was the case of Queen Mary 
of Bavaria. When she contemplated 
entering the Catholic Church, a 
Protestant minister taunted her 
with the words: “‘Well, if your Royal 
Highness becomes a Catholic, you 
will have to pray the Rosary too.” 
He was surprised to get the answer: 
“Why, I already pray the Rosary 
every day.” 


So it is today. You will find 
many a non-Catholic serviceman 
with a rosary. He feels it helps 
him to pray. 


The more we assist in spreading 
the devotion of the Rosary and the 
Franciscan Crown, the more good 
we shall do for others. History 
testifies to Mary’s help sought and 
obtained through this form of 
prayer. You hearken to the cry of 
Pope Pius XII and his predecessors, 
and you respond to the needs of the 
Church when you finger your rosary 
or crown in quiet prayer. 
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WHY UNIONS? 
This Catholic Action Inquiry is offered hy Peter Lyons. 


THE PROBLEM: UNIONS ARE TAK- 
ING a _ press-beating these days. 
Many people have misconceptions of 
unionism from the average daily 
paper. Often all unionism is con- 
demned for the paraded sins of a 
few radical and irresponsible labor 
leaders. 


The cases of the few badly di- 
rected unions cloud the whole labor 
field. These radical unions are de- 
finitely hurting the cause of true and 
good unionism. 


Anyone interested in the common 
good of the nation is anxious to see 
good unionism thrive. Much pa- 
tience, forbearance, knowledge, and 
prayer is needed now. 


Observe: Do you know what a 
union is? Is it a necessity? Do 
you find your friends poorly in- 
formed about unionism? What do 
they think about strikes? During 
the war? Outside the war? Are 
they all wage strikes? 


Do the employers you know have 
the correct ideas on unions? How 
do they regard their employees? 
As human beings, or as a commodi- 
ty? Do you think employers should 
have a voice in the unions? What 
is a company union? Has it any 
merits? 


What about the consumer? How 
does he fit in the picture of unions? 
And the government? What do 
the people you know think of the 
government in relation to labor? 
Should there be labor legislation? 
To what extent should labor lean on 
the government? Is too much gov- 
ernment control good? 


Are all labor leaders selfish? 
Radical? Do you know why? What 
about labor racketeering? Is it 
widespread? Who is to blame? Is 
it the common union man who does 


not attend meetings or assert his 
voice at meetings? Is there more 
need for education of the common 
worker in his duties and privileges? 

What is the Church’s stand on 
unions? Why is the Church inter- 
ested in unions? What have vari- 
ous popes, bishops, and _ priests 
written or said on unions? Do you 
know any leading Catholic labor 
officials ? 


Judge: The right to organize a 
union is a natural right. It is 
therefore something sacred, a part 
of nature. Can the privilege be de- 
nied workers? 


The main purpose of unionism is 
to help the members obtain their 
ultimate goal, God. “A _ higher 
level of prosperity and culture is a 
singular help to virtue.” Through 
sanctifying grace you are elevated 
to the dignity of a child of God; 
therefore you are endowed by God 
with many privileges which union- 
ism helps you to obtain. 


Workers, however, also have ser- 
ious obligations towards their em- 
ployers and the public. That is a 
matter of justice. To destroy pro- 
perty, waste time and materials, 
make unreasonable demands, and 
the like, is unjust. Signed contracts 
bind in justice. 


Action: Influence others toward 
good Christian unionism. If you 
are a union member, be a sincere, 
active member. Know what your 
union is doing. Keep it on a Chris- 
tian plane. Elect good officers. 


_ If you are not in a position to 
join a union, be open-minded. Keep 
well informed. Watch spurious 
stories. Pray for workers and em- 
ployers. Remember, unionism is 
not an instrument with which to 
beat the employer but to cooperate 
with him. @ 
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| DURING YOUR LIFETIME YOU MAY 

have people ask you the way to any 
number of places, but you may 
never have anyone ask you for 
' directions to Heaven. 


i When we give or ask for direc- 
tions to a place, we expect them to 
» be precise and with no detours. Our 
| Third Order rule contains just such 

directions if we are looking for a 

direct path to Heaven, with no de- 

tour through Purgatory; it directs 
us to the performance of such 
' works as will insure our soul a safe 
| passage directly to Heaven. 


: Among the means at our disposal 
_to show our love of Christ and at 
the same time to satisfy for the 
temporal punishment due to sin, 
_are the corporal works of mercy. 


One would think that the first of 
these good works, “‘to feed the hun- 
gry’, is not necessary today. Yet 
in some parts of our country, in 
some city slums, there are people 
who are positively starving. On 
the other side of the earth our 
neighbors are starving’; we can help 
them through our Holy Father. 


The second of the corporal works 
of mercy is “to give drink to the 
thirsty”. We wonder if any of our 
Tertiaries have taken up the sug- 
gestion from these pages to become 
nurses’ aides. In our hospitals, at 
the bedside of the sick generally, 
there are many feverish patients. 


For years the Tertiaries of Pro- 
vince 16 have been sending tons of 
clothing to our West and South- 
west, “to clothe the naked’. The 
Sisters of St. Francis and the Par- 
ish Visitors of Mary can use cloth- 
ing for the poor of our large cities. 


This is wartime, and the corporal 
work of mercy which bids us ‘to 
ransom the captive’, may well be 
translated into helping the prison- 


809 


CORPORAL WORKS OF MERCY 
Fr. Raymond Oosdyke O.M.C. (16) points out their place in fraternity work. 


ers of war in our own country, to 
say nothing of giving aid to our own 
boys who are prisoners in foreign 
lands. 


There always will be opportuni- 
ties to perform even unlikely seem- 
ing corporal works of mercy. This 
war has multiplied such opportuni- 
ties. For example, we are told by 
Christ “to harbor the harborless’’. 
Think of the innumerable children, 
and adults too, made homeless by 
the storms of war. There are soci- 
eties and other devices to give these 
refugees all the love, protection and 
joy that comes with a real home. 


Every Tertiary fraternity has its 
committee to “visit the sick’, but 
this is a corporal work of mercy, a 
Christlike charity urged on every 
Tertiary. 


The last of the corporal works of 
mercy is “to bury the dead’. Again, 
it is part of the Tertiary rule for all 
fraternities and their members to 
perform this work of mercy con- 
scientiously, charitably, as to mem- 
bers of Christ’s mystical body. 


Tertiaries understand that to 
love God it is not enough just to 
dwell in tender communion with 
him, just to receive the sacraments 
and pray while observing those 
other duties that refer directly to 
God. We do not serve God as he 
desires, unless we do our duty to 
those who are about us, for our 
Lord says the second great com- 
mandment, to love our neighbor as 
ourself, is as important as the com- 
mandment to love God. 


Our neighbor being what he is in 
the eyes of God, our love of God 
shows itself-in the love we bear our 
neighbor. Love of neighbor is the 
keynote of the corporal works of 
mercy, and is the test of how per- 
‘fect is our love of God. ® 
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EVEN THEY HELP 


Fr. Fabian Merz O.F.M. (5) points a moral from an incident in the Pacific war. 


THE MARINES’ MISSION CLUB! 
Sounds funny, doesn’t it?—after 
we have been told what hardboiled 
fellows those marines can be. 


Yet, that is the actual fact. It 
is reported that the marines, among 
themselves and at their own inspir- 
ation, are getting up a fund for the 
reconstruction of missions of the 
South Pacific area. You often read 
of our soldiers taking up a collec- 
tion for the rebuilding of a bombed 
church. 


But, for that matter, who ever 
gave you the idea that work for the 
missions is work for sissies? The 
men and women at work in the mis- 
sion are no sissies; the marines are 
finding that out. 


The mother of a marine recently 
told me with pleasure of her son’s 
mission-mindedness. On an island 
of the South Pacific, a group of 
marines were in camp. They had 
visitors. A padre, his bare feet in 
sandals, was surrounded by his lit- 
tle orphan charges. All were of the 
same race, the human race. 


Now, the marines are tough, and 
proud to be tough, because they 
have to be tough. Yet here, though 
no request was made, they just 
melted and passed the hat for the 
padre and his charges. The padre 
considered them quite generous. 
That night, one of the marines, a 
Jew, expressed a regret: What 
could the padre do with the little 
they had given him? 


When the boys come back from 
places like that island, they are go- 
ing to be among our best mission 
supporters. They have been there. 
They know what it is to be fighting 
over there. They know how help- 
less they would be without the 
home front in their material war- 
fare, and they have learned from 


object lessons to back the spiritual 
attack so far as the missions are 
concerned. 


The things they have seen, will 
teach many the true values of life. 
Some will even keep on their armor, 
but from fighting flesh and blood 
they will turn their fighting ener- 
gies against the world of darkness. 


After the war, there will be tre- 
mendous reconstruction work to do 
on the ruined missions and their 
personnel in point of material re- 
furnishing and _ recruiting. And 
the same must be said of recon- 
struction in a spiritual way, of heal- 
ing hatreds, disillusionments, mis- 
conceptions. 


For the material reconstruction, 
there will be no _ reconstruction 
finance corporation to supply the 
necessary funds. For my part, lI 
really don’t think our Savior would 
care to have any. 


But there will be, or certainly 
shall have to be, generous souls; 
souls such as those who were gener- 
ous enough to risk their life for the 
sake of others; souls willing to give 
of their goods; yes, even souls who 
will be giving generously of their 
very selves, as they have given be- 
fore. They signed up once before 
for the duration and six months. 
Some will sign up for just the dur- 
ation, in a fight that has no end. 


So, if you are looking for inform- 
ation and inspiration, ask the boys. 
They can give you firsthand in- 
formation. Ask them whether they 
have fought to secure to people only 
the right to live a life just as they 
please, according to the flesh, or 
whether they did not have in mind 
that these people might also get a 
chance to live according to God. 
Ask your son, your brother, your 
sweetheart. bd 
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| THIS MONTH WE HAVE ANOTHER 
}suggestion to offer to servicemen 
committees. We are assured that 
many are following the tips given 
fon this page. Further suggestions 
‘from readers are welcome. 

The purpose of these lines is to 
make the serviceman’s absence 
from home more pleasant and 
‘wholesome to his spiritual and tem- 
poral being. Only one who is or 
has been separated from home and 
relatives, can completely appreciate 
the serviceman’s position. 

The junior fraternity at St. 
_Joseph’s Church, Cleveland, discov- 
'ered the _ so-called Bonaventure 
‘Booklets. These are two paper- 
bound pamphlets priced at five 
cents each. One is entitled ‘“Stand- 
-ing Watch with Christ’, and is 
meant for sailors. The other bears 
the caption of “In Step with 
tnrist’, and is intended for 
soldiers. 

Both booklets were written by 
Rev. Paul McConnell Klohr. His 
purpose was that the serviceman 
might at least give three minutes 
to God morning and evening. With 
this in mind he wrote a few 
thoughts for each morning and 
evening of the week. 

Thus the Monday morning read- 
ing carries the title of “Hitting the 
Target”: 

“When men are ordered to their 
battle stations and take their places 
in the gun turret, they generally 
cannot see anything to shoot at. 
They are given orders, and they fire 
the big gun. Then there are long 
numbers called to them. So much 
this way, so much that way. Again 
they get the order to fire, and it is 
a direct hit. 


“The whole thing is a bit con- 
fusing. But the fact that it works, 
makes men obey orders willingly. 
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SERVING SERVICEMEN 
Fr. Philip Marquard O.F.M. (5) offers further suggestions. 


Everyone there wants to hit that 
target. Everyone there knows that 
by following orders, he stands the 
best chance of doing it. 

“Eternity with God is the object 
we aim our lives at. Our Lord has 
established his Church to give the 
orders here below. We know the 
direct hits scored by the fisherman 
sailor St. Peter, by St. Paul, who 
spent much of his life on board 
ships—direct hits scored by saints 
from every century and every walk 
of life, whose names are as numer- 
ous as the stars in the sky. 

“Stand ready as the Church gives 
you these orders: Go to confession. 
Go to holy Communion. Say your 
daily prayers. Go to Sunday Mass. 
Keep the Commandments. If you 
follow these orders, then the aim of 
your life will be true. You will 
score a direct hit.” 

You can see that the readings are 
direct, succinct, to the point. They 
read easily, and make you anxious 
to peruse the next. 

Besides these daily readings, the 
booklets also contain the necessary 
prayers for holy Mass and various 
other devotions. Thus they make 
handy little prayerbooks as well. 

There are also two other book- 
lets, one for nurses and one for the 
sick. The former is entitled ‘“Who 
Serve with Christ’, the latter, 
“Who Suffer with Christ.” On the 
cover of the nurses’ booklet is pic- 
tured a nurse attending a wounded 
soldier while Christ stands in the 
background. The publishing ad- 
dress of these Bonaventure Book- 
lets is 98 Montague St., Brooklyn, 
Ney: 


In Cleveland the fraternity sent 
the booklets for soldiers and sailors 
to all their members, something 
easy to be carried out by other fra- 
ternities. ® 
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WHAT ARE YOU READING? 


The above question may sound to you like a reproof. But—you can do something 
about it- 


PRINTING, THE PRESS, IS ONE OF 
the world’s greatest blessings. Un- 
fortunately, great blessings ill used 
can prove to be destructive curses. 
The Devil has a way of putting a 
chapel wherever God puts a church 
—hbecause we encourage him to do 
so. 

And often enough the encourage- 
ment we give the Devil lies not so 
much in our doing what is evil but 
in omitting to support what is good. 
It leaves a free field to his devices. 

It is therefore not enough for us 
to leave off reading bad books and 
rant against them—nothing easier 
than to do that! It is part of the 
Tertiary apostolate to see to it that 
good publications keep circulating. 

And that not only in your home, 
where so far as possible nothing 
but approved Catholic literature 
should have entry, but also, accord- 
ing to your lights and gifts, among 
your neighbors, relatives, acquain- 
tances, in public places and institu- 
tions, in the various devices and en- 
terprises devoted to circulating 
used literature further. 

In this way it is all to the good if 
fraternities establish, develop, pop- 
ularize, and propagandize their own 
library; if frequent mention is 
made in the meetings and the bulle- 
tins of the order, of new publica- 
tions, if members make it their rule 
to buy and read so and so many 
Catholic books a year; if the Ter- 
tiaries are the most regular and 
conscientious users of any local 
Catholic library; if they cause 
others to use the parish library by 
discussing with them books they 
have drawn from the local library; 
if they make their friends a gift of 
an annual library card, and so on, 
and so on. 


_ And here is a point—your writer 
is not alone in fearing it! It is 


just this, that in so many ways | 
there seems to be a state of affairs 
coming about where our Catholic 
institutions will no longer be possi- 
ble. 

Against such an eventuality it 
will be well if we have used our 
rights of citizenship to put the seed 
and safeguard of truth where it will 
still be accessible to us and others. 
In that way, in order to spread his 
holy name, God of old had the Jews 
dispersed among the pagans. 


So it is well that public libraries 
too learn to recognize the extensive 
and growing output of Catholic 
works in theology, philosophy, 
science, art, history, literature, 
every worthwhile field. It is an 
output which in certain quarters 
has been consistently ignored and 
treated as a thing apart, as if it 
were of no value or interest to the 
general public, whereas otherwise 
any crackpot and filth belcher gets 
recognition. 


Ask for Catholic works at the 
public library. If they haven’t got 
them, they can get them, and 
should get them. In the majority 
of cases they will get them gladly, 
without any need of fuss and 
feathers over it. We have before 
us a folder from a branch of the 
Chicago Public Library actually 
listing books of special interest 
from a Catholic viewpoint, to serve 
inquirers. That is what Catholics 
are paying taxes for—not only to 
get mischief propagated. 


Do this all, not with a chip on 
your shoulder. That is a mistaken 
notion of militant Catholicism; it 
leads to fanaticism and bigoted as- 
sault, and provokes resentment and 
retaliation. 


Do it for the love of God and 
man, to promote God’s honor. ® 


October 1944 


DID YOU EVER HEAR OF PEOPLE 
called quitters? When something 
difficult turns up, they throw up 
their hands in despair, and say, It 
ican’t be done. And they quit. 
Naturally, they never accomplish 
fanything worthwhile. 

Not so Duns Scotus. He was a 
bright young Franciscan student. 
Then something queer happened. 
A sort of cloud came over his mind. 

He just could not grasp anything. 
_And he wanted so badly to be a 
priest. Did he give up in despair? 
Not at all. 
_ He could still pray. In his dis- 
tress he turned to the Blessed Mo- 
ther; she could help him. She ap- 
peared to him in a dream, encour- 
aged him, and promised that he 
would get along splendidly with his 
studies. In return Duns Scotus 
had to promise to use his knowl- 
edge to promote her glory and to 
defend her privileges. Both kept 
their promises. 

From then on Duns Scotus ad- 
vanced rapidly. In fact, he became 
one of the most learned men of all 
times. After his ordination he 
taught at several universities. Stu- 
dents came from all parts of the 
world to attend his lectures. What 
he liked to do best of all, was to 
sing the praises of the Mother of 
God. 

In those days the doctrine of the 
Immaculate Conception had not yet 
been declared a dogma. Many did 
not believe it, because, as they un- 
derstood it, it would leave Mary out 
of the Redemption. In consequence 
there were many disputes, especial- 
ly with the Franciscans, who stout- 
ly defended this privilege of Mary. 


To clear up the matter the pope 
ordered that the Franciscans ap- 
point a father to appear at the uni- 
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DUNS SCOTUS 
1274-1308 
Lives of Holy Franciscans for Cordists, by Fr. Juvenal Emanue] O.F.M. (5). 


versity in Paris and publicly defend 
the doctrine. And whom did the 
Father General appoint? None 
other than Duns Scotus. 

At that time he was lecturing at 
the university of Oxford. On his 
way to Paris, so they tell us, he 
knelt before a roadside statue of 
the Blessed Virgin and addressed 
to her these words: ‘Make me wor- 
thy to praise thee, holy Virgin; 
give me strength against thy ene- 
mies.” The Virgin is said to have 
bowed her head and smiled en- 
couragement. 

Duns Scotus appeared at the uni- 
versity in Paris. You should have 
seen the general expression of dis- 
appointment! It seemed to them 
an insult that the Franciscans sent 
such a young man—Duns Scotus 
was only thirty years old—to match 
wits with the most learned theolo- 
gians in the world, who had come to 
Paris for this special event. Were 
the Franciscans crazy? Yes, in 
the sense of being crazy to defend 
Mary’s honor, and they knew Duns 
Scotus could do it best. 


Calmly he explained how the doc- 
trine of the Immaculate Conception 
should be understood and gave the 
reasons for holding that doctrine. 
Next he sat down and, without tak- 
ing notes, listened to the many ob- 
jections offered by those present. 
Then he arose and answered suc- 
cessfully every objection in the 
order in which it had been given. 
There were over two hundred. 


The listeners were spellbound. 
When Duns Scotus had finished, 
they just sat dumbfounded, com- 
pletely silenced. Then however 
those solemn theologians and pre- 
lates suddenly forgot their dignity 
and applauded and carried on al- 
most like a crowd of college stu- 
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dents after a football game won. 
Duns Scotus had won the day for 
the Blessed Mother. He was the 
hero. Did he do what we surely 
would have done, hang around and 
wait for handshakings and congra- 
tulations? No! During the wild 
applause he quietly slipped away 
back to the convent. He had kept 
faith with his Mother. 

Duns Scotus did not seek honors. 
But there was one honor the Pope 
conferred on him that must have 
pleased him immensely—the title 
of Doctor of Mary. 
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Some things are very difficult. 
We cannot do them alone. We 
need help. For instance, of our 
own strength we cannot be good, 
cannot be pure. 


Virgin, as did Duns Scotus. 


enemies of our purity are her ene- © 


mies too. They fear her. They do 
not dare to approach us when she is 
with us. And she will stay with us 
if we love and honor her. Do you 
wear her badge of honor, the 
Scapular? © 


KEEP INFORMED 


BOOKS 
AND WHAT'S IN THEM 


FUNNY, HOW BOOKS WILL DROP ON 
your desk together that seem to be- 
long together. But good things and 
true always belong together, as re- 
flections of the eternal Goodness 
and Truth. 


The great pity is that we have so 
largely unlearned the art of finding 
the good things and true. It is in 
the air about us, it is part of our 
misnamed civilization, that for 
more than a century now we have 
been at a loss where to find the 
good and true things which lie at 
the base of all worthwhile life and 
living. 

We seek them in tainted sources. 

Let me ask you, where you go to 
look up things on the origin, mean- 
ing and purpose of life? The 
Catechism of course—but then, you 
would squirm as you mentioned the 
Catechism—for well, you cannot 
quote the Catechism to the modern 
world, which talks Spencer, Huxley, 
James, et al, and which thinks, if it 
thinks at all, in terms of such gen- 
tlemen. 

Many a high school and college 
graduate and many a half educated 


LEADERS 
MUST BE READERS 


postgraduate, just does not do any- 
thing about it; at best tries to shut 
his ears to misgivings instilled into 
his mind by public school ‘and 
press; at worst gives full way to the 
misgivings, on the assumption that 
there is no answer, since he cannot 
give an anwer out of his memory of 
grade-school catechism. 


The Catechism has the truth, and 
it is well for you if you cling to it 
through thick and thin. But the 
Catechism with its essentials must 
be read against broadening inform- 
ation as your mentality broadens, 
and so, as you mount the scale in 
education, you must keep feeding 
your mind with all the answers to 
problems posed by higher education 
and expanding outlook. 


The grade-school catechism is no 
longer enough for you. Read, and 
read the work of Catholic thinkers. 
Do not waste your heritage by tak- 
Ing up companionship with so-called 
free thinkers and the light of their 
tallow dips. 


Unfortunately, their gropings 
and blunderings are the intellectual 
vogue today, just as their obsceni- 
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But we can win | 
out if we team up with the Blessed 
The | 
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ies and vulgarities are the artistic 
nd entertaining vogue today. 

All this by way of saying that it 
fwill do you good to study convert 
Father Orchard’s Humanity—What, 
‘Whence, Whither? (Bruce), along 
With Father Leen’s What Is Educa- 
ition? (Sheed and Ward). The two 
books will do much to sweep out the 
idust and cobwebs accumulated in 
fyour brain from browsing about in 
the welter of pseudo philosophic 
truck offered by the fashionable 
public press. 

Do not tell me these offerings are 
‘too dry, or too high; the expres- 
‘sions make me angry. In a sense, 
why should they be accounted any 
drier or higher than the same sub- 
ject matter treated in the unortho- 
‘dox Haldeman-Julius pamphlets? 
And they are read by millions. In 
‘another sense, would you rather 
they were down in the malarial 
depths of festering slough water— 
is that your level? 

Learn to get up to a higher and 
drier level. 


I grant you, these books are on a 
high level. But they answer ques- 
tions which intelligent people are 
asking and have a fair right to have 
answered. Know about these books, 
in order to guide others to them. ® 


Which leads me to a third book 
which has just come to hand—FKa- 
ther Glenn’s An Introduction to 
Philosophy. 

In plain language the book gives 
you a history of the men and the 
systems of thought which have in- 
fluenced men’s ways of thinking 
and acting, while it gives you an or- 
thodox outline on the fundamental 
topics of all human thought—the 
mind, existence, the world, man, 
God, morality. 

You read of these things in the 
public press, you discuss them 
where you work and play, you have 
them thrust on you along a hundred 
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avenues as you fare through life. 
It is good to get them straight. 

Father Glenn, by the way, is the 
author of ten other books which 
treat in greater detail the matter 
contained in the present book, the 
Introduction to Philosophy. 

With three books in hand like 
Glenn’s Introduction to Philosophy, 
Orchard’s Humanity, and Leen’s 
What Is Education, the Catholic 
layman can introduce himself into a 
world of thought on which perhaps 
he had the idea that the sham-wise 
world of the worldly-wise had a 
monopoly. 

Begin with Glenn’s Introduction. 
It is no story book. But neither is 


life all fun and stories. Not for 
leaders. And therefore, not for 
Tertiaries. @ 


Wonder how many books there 
are on the reconstruction of the 
world after the war. Not an issue 
of the weekly book supplements 
which does not carry your half doz- 
en or more. And how they sell! 

And the things they suggest! 
Not to speak of communistic solu- 
tions, there are suggestions which 
outdo in savagery the most revolt- 
ing bestialities of Attila and Jen- 
ghis Khan. And this on the plea of 
fighting inhumanity! 

How many truly orthodox books 
are there on the subject? How 
many by Catholics? By Catholic 
laymen? 

Yet almost all of those unortho- 
dox books are by lay people, of the 
wrong type. How come there are 
so few Catholic lay writers on burn- 
ing questions of the day? Where 
are the fruits of Catholic Action? 


Anyway, how many books on re- 
constructing the world do you know 
of? How many have you read? 
How many by Catholics, presenting 
orthodox solutions, the Papal prin- 
ciples? 

Well, there is a splendid work by 
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a Catholic layman called A World 
to Reconstruct. It treats of the 
things Pope Pius XIJ has had to say 
in his comparatively brief pontifi- 
cate of five odd years, on establish- 
ing a durable peace, on the lines and 
lanes to follow as well as on the by- 
paths to avoid. 


The thoughts fall rather natural- 
ly under two heads: the reform of 
international morality, and the re- 
construction of international order. 
Nowhere is there much comfort for 
the belief that all the right is on one 
side and all the wrong on the other. 


The book is by Guido Gonella, an 
Italian; it is translated by Father 
Bouscearen 8.J.; it is published by 
Bruce. e 


We get a lot of our ideas on world 
peace and reconstruction as well as 
on general world problems from the 
so-called columnists of the public 
press, many of whom are also radio 
commentators. 


One Charles Fisher, a man who 
himself seems to have an axe to 
grind, has written a fast selling 
book on an assortment of these col- 
umnists. The account of their 
foibles and follies makes sordid 
reading. 


But they, like press, radio, and 
their ally film, continue to set the 
tone and temper of public thought, 
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also for Catholics. 


husks of swine! 
at least as good as that? 


Father Tim, by Father Harold . 
McAuliffe S.J., is the life of that . 


| 


The children of § 
the Father keep feeding on the » 
Is not the Hau 

} 


apostle of holy charity Rev. Timo- | 
thy Dempsey of St. Louis, who died © 


publicly acclaimed in 1936. 


Father | 


Dempsey was a man to whom noth- | 


ing that ought to be done was a 
problem; you just did it, leaving 
God help out for the means, and the 
means were usually forthcoming. 


That has always been the Fran- 
ciscan way, and whether or not 
Father Dempsey was a Tertiary, he 
had the Tertiary spirit. Withal, 
there are no preachments in the 
book; just well written human in- 
terest data. ® 


The Holy Ghost Fathers of 
Washington D. C. are distributors 


of three remarkable pamphlets: 


Another Paul, being a study of Jew- 
ish convert Father Libermann, sec- 
ond founder of the Holy Ghost 
Fathers, by Rev. Leon Leloir; The 
Miracle of Fatima (accent the first 
syllable), by Father John of the 
Cross; and The Way of Peace, being 
thoughts from the Little Flower 
and from Ven. Father Libermann 
on interior and exterior peace. ® 


A SCHOLARSHIP AWARD 


AS A RESULT of the Franciscan Institute held this summer at St. Bonaventure’s 


College, the National Tertiary Organization is offering a scholarship for 1945 to par- 
ticipants in the course on “Franciscan Spirituality as reflected in the Third Order.” 


The scholarship is open to the 1944 participants, meaning the actual students, or 


‘the theological school or the province they represented. 


It is in the nature of an award 


for the best essay on the “Vocation to the Third Order” and has a monetary value of 
fifty to seventy-five dollars in necessary expenses. 


The essay is to develop the thought of what type of prospect the average friar 


might persuade to enter the Third 
words. 
dent of the Franciscan Institute. 


§ > te Order in view of its mission. 
Time limit November 29, 1944. Finished work to be addressed to the Presi- 
@ 


Length 1500-1700: 


October 22 is Mission Sunday in 
the Catholic world this year. Keep 
he day in mind and set your budget 
or a generous contribution. 

There is more crying need than 
ever for mission endeavor, with so 
uch mission personnel and proper- 
y destroyed all over the world. ®@ 


Coadjutor Archbishop Ignacio 
arquez of Puebla, one of the most 
oted of Mexico’s storied episcopal 
ees, received the habit of the Third 
rder of St. Francis recently at a 
olorful ceremony in the village of 
Calpan, site of one of the most an- 
ient Franciscan missions. @ 


Fraternities looking for help in 
selecting books for their libraries 
and members may welcome acquain- 
tance with Book Lore, described on 
its masthead as “an occasional re- 
view of worthwhile books and bio- 
graphical sketches of authors’, and 
in its corner card as “‘a monthly re- 
view’. 

Published at 1113 Winstanley 
Avenue, East St. Louis Ill. Editor, 
Adolph B. Suess. No fixed sub- 
scription rate. @ 


Mother M. Irmina Manternach 
has been elected mother general of 
the Sisters of St. Francis of the 
Holy Family, headquarters Du- 
buque (FI 7). She succeeds Mo- 
ther Theodore. 
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ITEMS OF INTEREST 


Fruitful Ideal lists this prosper- 
ing community as having 767 mem- 
bers in 67 establishments, which in- 
clude mission work among the 
Negroes of this country as well as 
in China, and above all educational 
work in our Catholic schools, ele- 
mentary, high and collegiate. ® 


The School Sisters of St. Francis 
(FI 19) have acquired a site on Mil- 
waukee’s southwest city limits for a 
250 bed general hospital and a 
school of nursing. 

The community conducts schools, 
hospitals, and home and foreign 
missions, and has its own house of 
studies at the Catholic University 
of America. Its work abroad com- 
prises foundations in Belgium, Hol- 
land, Germany, Switzerland, British 
Honduras, India, and China. 


In all there are some 2,175 mem- 
bers in 155 establishments. 


Guam and its surrounding islets, 
so much in the news recently, is not 
only a United States possession but 
also a mission administered by 
American missionaries—the Capu- 
chin Fathers of St. Joseph’s pro- 
vince (10). 


The missionary staff, being 
American citizens, were interned 
and taken to Japan soon after the 
capture of the island by the Japan- 
ese in 1941. They are still there. 


THE TIME FOR IT 


CHRISTIAN CHARITY is scoring heavily during this war of national and racial 
hatreds, if news reports mean anything. Thus Rabbi Zolli of the Jewish Synagogue of 
Rome tells of the soubriquet of “our Pope’ applied by his co-religionists to Pope Pius 
XII for his charity toward the Jews in the face of Nazi and Fascist pursuit. 


An International News Service story too tells of a “Franciscan friar ‘Padre 
Benedetti” in Rome, who during the Nazi occupation reduced Jewish refugee aid to a 
fine art and a systematic industry, securing passports for the victims, rotating their 
hiding places, gathering funds for their assistance, and the like. 


At that, we do not know just what our neighbors and seeming enemies deserve. 
We do know that God has ordered us to do them good and pray for them. Doing 


that, we shall get somewhere. 
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The bishop, Most Rev. Miguel Angel 
Olano, and a lay brother, who were 
Spanish citizens, were repatriated 
to Spain on the Gripsholm vauee® 
of autumn 1948. 


There is self-deceit in persons 
who relate to their confessors and 
intimates how they have been ac- 
cepted by our Lord as “victims” for 
the world’s sins—and refuse to put 
up with the ordinary little trials of 
obedience and charity. 


They make night vigils and fast 
alone, but seek exemptions from 
common duties and consider them- 
selves above doing the lowly and 
humble offices. 


They daydream about suffering 
martyrdom, and will not suffer the 
slightest neglect or disparaging 
word.—McGarrigle, My Father’s 
Will. @ 


The Cowl for August recalls a 
number of instances of Capuchin 
pioneering in the United States as 
of: Fr. Maurice Charles Whelan 
laboring among neglected Catholics 
in New York, Maryland, and Ken- 
tucky; Fr. Bernard Limpach being 
the first pastor of St. Louis, from 
1775-1796; the brothers Frs. 
Charles and Peter of Heilbronn or- 
ganizing parish work in Philadel- 
phia; Fr. Antonio of Sedella being 
pastor in New Orleans for 45 years 
in the eighteenth century; Fr. Cyril 
of Barcelona, bishop, being the first 
bishop to set foot in Louisiana terri- 
tory, confirming there; the Spanish 
and French Capuchin missionaries 
in Louisiana, notably during the 
Spanish regime and among  sur- 
rounding Indian tribes. 


A feature of their work in Louisi- 
ana was also defense of the rights 
of Negro slaves, as when Fr. Joa- 
quin de Portillo in 1791 secured an 
order from Governor Miro to have 
a Christian burial for a slave girl. 
On another occasion he remonstrat- 
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ed on the slaves’ behalf for the ob- 
servance of the holy days. ® 


a S— 


The Register for August 6 cites 
Field Secretary Vincent McAloon, 
now in the service in Italy, in thes 
role of convert maker. Two of his¢ 
converts lately received the usual! 
sacraments in St. Peter’s, Rome, att 
which time they were also confirmed } 
by Archbishop Pisani. el 


August 6 witnessed the dedica- - 
tion of a friary for the Lithuanian 1 
Franciscans (25) at Greene in the: 
state of Maine, Bishop McCarthy of { 
Portland officiating. 


This group are the latest Francis- - 
can arrivals in America (1941),. 
their first acting superior being Fr. . 
Justin Vaskys, a young priest of 35 3 
years, a refugee from Lithuania. . 
Three priests, a seminarian, and at 
brother form the nucleus of the: 
foundation in America, with other : 
friars endeavoring to join them as: 
soon as the hazards of war permit. . 


——FA 


The fathers give missions and re- - 
treats, organize and visit Third | 
Order fraternities, and publish a 
Lithuanian magazine, The Bells of 
St. Francis (offices till now at 310 | 
Orchard Street, Pittsburgh). eo 


The tercentenary observance of 
Brother Michael O’Clery O.F.M., of 
the famous Irish Four Masters, 
reached its climax in Dublin recent- 
ly, in a celebration at which Pre- 
mier de Valera presided, Apostolic 
Nuncio Archbishop Paschal Robin- 
son O.F.M. was guest of honor on 
the occasion, while His Holiness 
Pope Pius XII sent his felicitations 
and the Apostolic Blessing ae 
Register. 


That prayer is indeed free from 
delusion which is given up at the 
desire of obedience; as when at her 
superior’s command St. Margaret 
Mary discontinued her hour of 
nightly prayer on Thursday, al- 
though she had been directed by 
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our Lord to make it and she found 
pit much satisfaction of soul.— 
eGarrigle, My Father’s Will. ® 


Fr. Leon Villuendas O.F.M., de- 
nitor general, has been named 
‘bishop of Teruel Spain, a city in 
iCatalonia frequently mentioned in 
the news reports of the late Spanish 
Ycivil war. 

| Fr. Luis Polo O.F.M. has been 
named bishop of Siguenza. ® 


Msgr. Stanislaus Courbe, ap- 
pointed auxiliary to Cardinal Su- 
hard of Paris in 1943, is a Ter- 
tiary. ® 


: The first university of Argentina 
was that of Cordoba, founded by 
Bishop Ferdinand Trejo y Sanabria 
of Tucuman. Before being named 
‘bishop in 1592, he had been provin- 
cial minister of the Franciscans at 
‘Lima Peru. He died in 1614, after 
founding also the seminary of San- 
tiago.—La Revue Franciscaine. ® 


La Revue Franciscaine for Aug- 
ust notes that St. Francis of Paula, 
founder of the Minims and Tertiary 
of St. Francis, was declared patron 
of sailors and maritime enterprises 
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March 27, 1948. The saint was 
born in 1416 and died in 1507. 


It recalls further that the first 
priest to land in the New World, Fr. 
Bernard Boyl, was a member of the 
Minims; that like St. Bonaventure, 
St. Francis of Paula was a gift to 
his parents on the intercession of 
St. Francis of Assisi. In the same 
way he was later cured of partial 
blindness. 


Franciscan influence went with 
him through life. Fr. Anthony of 
Catanzaro, a pupil of St. James of 
the March and a friend of St. Ber- 
nardin, was his spiritual director. 
Like St. Francis of Assisi, for 
whom he was named, he never al- 
lowed himself to be ordained a 
priest. Conventual Sixtus IV ap- 
proved the rule of his order and 
Conventual Sixtus V_ canonized 
him. e 


Nor love thy life, nor hate; but 
what thou livest, 

Live well; how long or short, 
permit to Heaven.—Milton. ® 


Bishop Colomban Dreyer O.F.M. 
died this year in April. A native of 


WELCOME! 


SINCE ouR last issue, The Americas, a quarterly review of inter-American cultural 
history has put in its first appearance—the July issue. 

It is to appear regularly hereafter for July, October, January, and April, at $4.00 
a year, from the ‘Academy of American Franciscan History, Washington 17, D. C., 
each number of about 128 pages to carry articles, documents, and notes of scholarly 
inter-American interest (not necessarily Franciscan in subject matter) on history, 
economics, sociology, ethnology, literature, and folk lore. 

Its editorial staff is composed of five Franciscans of international note: Frs. 
Francis Borgia Steck, Maynard Geiger, Fidel Chauvet, Laval Laurent, and Roderick 


Wheeler, the latter as resident director. 


Its advisory and collaborating staff com- 


prises an impressive roster of celebrities in the field. 
Franciscan Studies, the publications of the Franciscan Institute, and now The 


Americas—the vast and varied field of Franciscana warrants the publication of these 
several scholarly reviews and monographs. Lovers of the order will realize how to 
appreciate them and bring them to general notice. The field they touch has been 
almost untouched to date so far as the English speaking public is concerned, while 
other institutions with much less to retail, have commanded the public attention and 
cornered it. 

Welcome to The Americas! 
History! A continued welcome to Franciscan Studies and to 
Institute! 


Welcome to the Academy of American Franciscan 
the LEA tes 
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Alsace (1866), he entered the order 
in 1887 at Amiens, and was or- 
dained in 1889. 

In 1895 he came to Canada as 
guardian of St. Joseph’s at Mon- 
treal. In 1905 he became provin- 
cial of the new Canadian province of 
St. Joseph (24). 

Following assignments in the 
order and in the Church at Rome, 
he was consecrated bishop in 1923 
as the first vicar apostolic of Rabat 
in French Morocco. In 1927 he was 
made the first vicar apostolic of 
Suez, and in 1928 he was appointed 
apostolic delegate to Indo-China. 

Many other distinctions were his 
portion even after his retirement in 
19386. ®@ 


We can test our degree of union 
with God—not by our degree of 
mystic contemplation, not by some 
noticeable severity of living, not by 
the sublimity of our teaching, but 
by our daylong gentleness and 
cheerfulness of soul amid the swirl- 
ing countercurrents of human asso- 
ciation.—McGarrigle, My Father’s 
Will. ®@ 


Recent casualties of the war in- 
clude two chaplains of the Order of 
Friars Minor struck down while ad- 
ministering the sacraments to 
wounded servicemen. 

Fr. Dominic Ternan O.F.M. (4) 
was killed on the spot by a sniper 
while giving Extreme Unction to a 
soldier on the Normandy front. Fr. 
Ronald Dinn O.F.M. (5) was wound- 
ed June 27 while anointing Set. 
Francis Maguire of Buffalo at 
Saipan. Chaplain Dinn is recover- 
ing in the Hawaiian Islands. ® 


In a personal letter to Mr. Paul R. 
Martin-Dillon, Field Secretary Vin- 
cent McAloon tells of his contacts in 
Rome. Besides two audiences with 
the Holy Father, there was above 
all steady touch with Most Rev. Fr. 
Minister General Bede Hess O.M.C. 

There is evidently a special Pro- 
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vidence at work in the life of this | 
plain soldier of Uncle Sam and gal- . 


lant standardbearer of St. Francis. ® 


Above all in their restraint of un- | 
due eagerness to attain their own | 


ends, the saints show themselves 
saints. They seek even spiritual 


purposes only as far as they per-_ 
ceive God to will them. Mela 


gle, My Father’s Will. 


The annual meeting of the Na- 


tional Executive Board of the Third 
Order together with the commis- 
saries of the country will be held at 
Mt. St. Sepulchre, Washington D. G 
October 10 to 12. 


Timely pamphlets from Francis- 
can Herald Press include: Race and 
Grace, or the life of St. Benedict the 
Moor, the best sort of answer to 
race prejudice; A Fire and What 
Came of It, or the life of St. Conrad 
of Piacenza, full of application to 
modern times; and Healing Angel 
in Pilgrim’s Garb, or the life of St. 
Roch, also addressed to modern 
thought. 

The first named pamphlet 10 
cents; the other two 5 cents each. 
The latter two are good Third Order 
propaganda pieces besides being ex- 
cellent reading, notably for young 
Tertiaries. 


Timely for October, or any time 
of the year, is Franciscan Herald 
Press’ 10 cent booklet, Devotions 
for the Erring, in honor of the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary. The 
intentions include sinners of one’s 
acquaintance or interest, non-Cath- 
olics, the pagans in the missions, 
the Holy Souls. A sterling devo- 
tion, gotten up also for congrega- 
tional use. @ 


Evil is to wish one’s self, that is 
to say one’s vanity, one’s pride, one’s 
sensuality, even one’s health. Good 
is to wish one’s lot, to accept and 
espouse one’s destiny—to wish what 
God commands.—McGarrigle, My 

Father’s Will. td 
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OCTOBER 


Guardian Angels.* 

mt. Francis, G. A: and P. I. 

All Souls of the Order (Cap). 

St. Mary Frances V. 2 Or. 

0. ‘Sts. Daniel and Comp. M 1 Or. 

2. St. Seraphin C. 1 Or. 

9. St. Peter of Alcantara C. 1 Or. 

a Bl. Bonaventure of Potenza C. 1 Or. 
9. Christ the King. 

io Bl. Angelo of Acri C. 1 Or. 


GENERALLY 


orofession. 
ie On the day of the monthly meeting. 
On two days of the month at choice.* 


On each Tuesday (St. Anthony). Visit 
o the exposed Blessed Sacrament. 


On the first Friday of any month. 


On the first unimpeded Saturday of any 
month, for attendance at the votive Mass 


to the rubrics.* 


On each of twelve successive first Satur- 
days of the month. Prayers in honor of 
he Immaculate Conception. The First 
Sundays may be observed instead. 


On the day of reception and the Ao of 


of the Immaculate Conception according . 


CALENDAR OF PLENARY INDULGENCES 


On the seventeenth of any month. Visit | 
to the Blessed Sacrament exposed and de- 
votions to St. Paschal. 


On each of any six Sundays of the year, 
with prayers in honor of St. Louis the | 
Bishop, with a special plenary indulgence 
if the Sundays are observed successively. 


On the titular feast of a Franciscan | 


church. 


*Signifies an indulgence that can be 
gained only by members, whereas the 
other indulgences can be gained by all 
who visit a church of the order. 


General conditions besides particular 
conditions specified: Confession, commun- 
ion, visit to a church of the order, Our 
Father, Hail Mary and Glory for the in- 
tentions of the Holy Father. 


Form of the General Absolution or In- 
dulgenced Blessing as given in the con- 
fessional: Auctoritate a Summis Ponti- 
ficibus mihi concessa plenariam omnium 
peccatorum tuorum indulgentiam tibi im- 
pertior. In nomine Patris et Filii et Spir- 
itus Sancti. Amen. 

Any priest having the faculties of the 


diocese can give the Indulgenced Blessing 
in this form in the confessional. 


e | 


, OBITUARY 
Your prayers are requested for the repose of the souls of the following departed 


members of the Three Orders of St. Francis: 


Fr. Dominic Ternan O.F.M. (4); Fr. 
Laval Laurent O.F.M. (24). 

Sr. Domitia Malcherezyk (60), Sr. M. 
Emmanuel Miller (12), Sr. Cassilda 
Roesch (60), Sr. M. Nepomuk Skroch 
(19), Sr. Alexia Dieckhaus (60). 


‘Appleton: Crescentia Roehl, Margaret 


Bedessem. 
Cleveland: Della McCreary. 
Chicago: Mary Joyce. 
Detroit: Anna Coyne. 


Lansing: Alice Turner. 


Louisville: Carrie Horn, Catherine 
Trunzler. 
Quincy: Emilie Daugherty, Catherine 


Winking, Catherine Willer, Mary Ridder. 


St. Louis: Catherine Walsh, Philemena 
Hillber, Mary Laine, Clara Vorwerk, Mrs. 
E. T. Hughes, Francis Mellick, Mathilda 
Augsburger, Anna O’Neill, Marie Schroe- 
der. 


Toronto: Mrs. Philip Wall, 
Mrs. Thomas Stewart. 


J. George, 


Put THE Forum on your mailing list for the current Obituary notices of your 


Community or Fraternity. 


Address: THE Forum, 5045 Laflin Street, Chicago 9, Ill. 
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Miss Clare V Hale’ : 
1324 N Dearborn St 


Chicago 10 111 
5 Ap : 


Your Tertiary Art Calendar | 
ORDER IT NOW 


| v, 
Your Church Obli- | jgaeseeeeemmmmmeie 
gations Simply 
Stated 
Complete Tertiary 


Calendar Data 


An Inspiration for 
Every Day 


Beautiful religious pictures for your home or institution 
Prices: 


1 copy 30c, 4 copies $1.00, 12 copies $3.00, 25 copies $6.00, 50 copies 
$9.00, 100 copies $18.00 


The Christian Home 


A very timely booklet for your family. 
Paper .25—cloth .75 


Postage in each case extra! 
FRANCISCAN HERALD PRESS 
5045 Laflin Street 


Chicago 9, Illinois 
Tr ren 


Do your part to win the war. Spend less on luxuries 
and buy more Defense Bonds and Stamps. 


Buying a Bond or Stamps occasionally won’t win the 
war. 


But regular buying will. 


__ 


———— $$ — 


